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HEN an article is manufactured, the job is only 

half done. It must be distributed and sold. 

It is for this second half of the task that The Sunday 

School Times offers to you, in its advertising columns, 

amedium for reaching an unusually large and re- 
sponsive constituency of the Christian public. 




















- ‘Dwelling in Tents 
By Edith M. Lufburrow 


Hebrews 11:9 ; 


be WELLING in tents.”” My house is over yonder; 
My Father’s house, my home, is very fair. 
The richest one on earth, though worth its millions, 
Cannot, I know, with mine on high compare. 


‘Dwelling in tents,”” I pitch my tent at evening 
Just one day’s journey nearer to my home, 

Should angry wind tear down my frail, weak shelteg 
I’d have my house; I should no longer roam. 


“Dwelling in tents,” of old, God’s faithful servants 
As pilgrims walked a weary, lonely road. 

They trusted Him, nor feared to brave each danger; 
They did not shrink from any heavy load. 


‘s‘Dwelling in tents.” A tent may be a palace 


If I have placed it in His chosen way. 
Then in my home, my house of His own making, 
I know that He will set my feet some day. 





The Ministry of Peacemakers 


The Lord Jesus Christ pronounced a special bless- 
ing for cemakers. They are to be called children 
of God (Matt. 5:9). Do we not sometimes, however, 
get the idea that our Lord meant merely making peace 
between men? There is a higher and far more im- 
portant ministry of peacemaking than that of between 
man and man. has committed into our hands the 
blessed task of reconciling men to him. A prominent 
Christian leader said recently, “It doesn’t count for 
much if men are at peace with one another if they 
are at war with God.” Only as we bring men into 
peace with God can we truly bring them into peaceful 
relationship one with another, 


x= 
Faith and Fountain Pens 


Faith never creates facts. And the word “faith” 
has no meaning apart from the object of faith,— 
the person or thing upon which the faith is resting. Dr. 
Darby Fulton, missionary to Japan, now acting as Field 
Secretary of the Foreign Board of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, recently said that one of the grave 


hindrances to the receiving of the Christian message 


in Japan is the widespread idea among educated Jap- 
anese that so-long as a man has faith, the object of 


his iaith matters nothing. While discussing Christ and 
his salvation with a Japanese university graduate who 
held this view, Dr. Fulton drew out his fountain pen. 
“Do you mean that faith in this fountain pen is just 
as good a religion as faith in Jesus Christ?” “Pre- 
cisely,” answered the Japanese. “Of course you and 
I know that the fountain pen is an inanimate object, 
and that there is nothing in it that can help or harm 
us. But if a man is persuaded that there is help in 
it, his faith is as effective for him as your faith in 
God.” Japan is not the only country where people 
are robbed of the riches of God’s grace through such 
conceptions of faith, Many a Christian, who looks 
to his feelings and his own powers to help him, may 
be startled into truth by asking if after all there is no 
difference between Jesus Christ and a fountain pen. 
A. good fountain pen may do well the work for which 
it was made. Christ Jesus is our perfect and all-suffi- 
cient Saviour, and his work is to be to us all that God 
the Father can be to his children. Our faith in him 
does not change him an iota. Christ Jesus and his 
death and life are just as real whether men believe 
him or not. Believing Christ as our present, sufficient 
Saviour does not make him so; he is so, entirely apart 
from our faith. But only through personal faith in 
him are the riches of his saving grace personally avail- 
able for us. Thus does Christian faith have a solid 
rock on which to stand, and thus do the blessings of 
his grace find a way of entrance into our hearts. 


Pad 
“Open My Ears” 


What a man hears determines what he is getting 
out of life. Evangelist “Dick” Huston tells of two 
friends who were walking along a busy New York 
thoroughfare when one of them asked his companion 
if he heard a cricket. His friend laughed and replied 
that no one could hear a cricket with the din of trolleys 
and motor cars and trucks. The other stopped, lifted 
up a stone and picked up a cricket and showed it to 


his friend. “How could you héar it?” the incredulous 
friend asked. “I will show you,” and taking a coin 
from his pocket he tossed it in the air. en the 
coin struck the sidewalk, several men nearby put their | 
hands to thee pockets and looked about to see if they 
had dropped any money. “You hear what you are 
trained to listen for,” the nature lover observed. “My 
ears are trained to hear the birds and insects and all 
the sounds of nature.’ Our Lord knew all about the 
many noises of earth that drown out the still small 
voice of God’s Spirit, so he warned: “Take heed how 
ou hear,” and “He that hath ears to hear let him 
ear.” 


“Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 
Ev’rything false will disappear.” 


ax 


Our Stewardship of Joy 

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is Good 
News, and the Christian’s testimony is to be a joyous 
one. Have you ever ens to think that the joy of 
the ‘Lord is one of the talents committed into the keep- 
ing of his Christian stewards? As Christ was about 
to leave his disciples he said to them, “These things 
have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full” (John 15:11). 
n Galatians 5:22 we read that joy is the fruit of the. 
Spirit. Are we letting it shine out through us into 
the lives of others that they too may come to have the 
joy that only Christ can give? ‘Spurgeon once said 
that “a good many Christians seem to think Paul wrote 
te the Philippians, ‘Groan in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Groan.’” Let us not be like the unprofit- 
able servant and bury our talent of joy in a napkin, 
carefully keeping it hidden from the world, but let us 
put it out to the bankers.that it may increase and mul- 
tiply in other hearts and lives, 


The Double Promise 


tians. The first part of it is always being ful- 

filled to each. of us, in one way or another. The 
second part God waits to fulfill for each, but often 
we will not allow him to do so. 

It was when the eleven disciples were confronted 
with their first great, overmastering grief that the Lord 
Jesus addressed the double promise to them. He did 
not attempt to minimize the sorrow, as well meaning 
but foolish friends often try to do for us. He did 
not disguise from the disciples the heaviness of the 
approaching trial of their faith, He told them of it 
so plainly that they exclaimed, “Lo, now speakest thou 
plainly, and speakest no proverb” (John 16:29). And 
the double promise he gave them was: “Ye shall be 
sorrowful.” “Your sorrow shall be turned into joy” 
(John 16:20). 

“Ye shall be sorrowful.” Sooner or later this solemn 
promise comes to be fulfilled in the life of every one. 
Even if for a time it seems to linger on its way, yet, 
like the vision of Habakkuk, “it will surely come, it 
will not tarry.” 

Consider some of the avenues by which the ful- 
fillment of this promise approaches the soul. First 
of all, there are those causes of sorrow that the Chris- 
tian shares with the world. We dwell in a sin-cursed 
world. And even if through grace our souls already 
know something of the enlargement and emancipation 
of the Gospel, yet there are still burdens that the 
Christian must bear by reason of his partaking of a 
common humanity. 

There are, for example, the sorrows and troubles 
that come to life through the commercial or industrial 
conditions under which a man does ‘his work. We 
make mistakes in our investments, and lose our money. 
We buy the wrong sort of stock for our business, and 
find it has no ready sale and can only be realized at 
a loss. Thousands of men have to live their lives 
knowing that all the time there hangs over themselves 
and their families the dread specter of unemployment. 


Tee. is a double promise addressed to Chris- 


A new invention comes on the market and hundreds 
are thrown out of work. Or a strike occurs, and men 
are forced to stand idle while the dispute is fought 
out. We may have to suffer loss through the deliber- 
ate fraud or wrongdoing of others. The saved man 
is no more immune from these things than the unsaved. 
Again, take the ristian’s domestic life. Here 
also are troubles that are common to the race. Anxiety 
for loved ones; the chiidren removed by life’s necessi- 
ties from the home; sickness and pain to be borne by 
those we love better than ourselves; bereavement, when 
some loved one dies, — these are the inescapable condi- 
tions of our common humanity. As Tennyson sang: 


That loss is common would not make 
My own less bitter, rather more; 

Too common, never morning wore 

To evening, but some heart did break. 


There are communal, and civic, and national, and 
even world-wide losses. Trade depression; war; 
famifie; pestilence; flood; disaster; these are things 
that come to us all at one time or another. The world 
has become so closely linked together in these last 
days that any misfortune overtaking one part of the 
race affects all more or less. 

Finally, there are personal causes of sorrow that 
belong to all. There is disappointment at the failure 
of some cherished plan, or over the inability of some 
loved one to make good. There is bodily sickness. 
“Ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wait- 
ing for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body” (Rom. 8:23). And there is the effect of sin. 
For here also there is no difference. “For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3: 
23). And though, in God’s mercy, sin may be par- 
doned and put away, and though many of its dire re- 
sults may in God’s goodness be counteracted, yet too 
often some do remain. 

In addition to such cases as have been enumerated, 
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there are other causes of sorrow peculiar to the Chris- 
tian. There are the reproaches that he must bear for 
his Master’s sake. Usually there is ridicule. Often 
active persecution. Frequently there is loss in one 
way or another because the Christian will not do the 
things in business that Christian competitors will re- 
lentlessly practice. ‘The promise, “Ye shall be sorrow- 
fui,” has abundant fulfiliment. 

Before we pass on to think of the next part of the 
double promise, let us remember some of the actual 
uses of adversity itself. “Great are the uses of ad- 
versity,” Shakespeare ha. reminded us. For the Chris- 
tian these are mainly two. First of all he learns in 
time of trouble, as at no other time, what God can be 
to the soul that ‘really trusts him. The God of all com- 
fort is his portion. He is able to say, “In the multi- 
tude of the sorrows which I had in my heart, thy com- 
forts have refreshed my soul” (Psa. 94:19, Prayer 
Book Version). And thus he begins to understand 
Paul's happy me a “Sorrowful, yet alway rejoic- 
ing” (2 Cor. 6:10). 

Not only so, but the Christian is allowed of God to 

ass through the exercises of sorrow that he may be 

etter prepared to help others. When the “Titanic” 
foundered in mid-Atlantic, a Baptist minister was on 
board. The reports ‘of survivors attest that this man 
of God devoted his dying hours to ministering to other 
souls who, like himself, were shortly to be plunged 
into eternity.’ He could not have preached to the 
doomed people from a secure lifeboat alongside,. But 
enclosed in the doom of the same experience himself, 
he could help others. 

So the dark experience through which you may now 
be passing has a meaning, not for your own life alone, 
but also -for others. -You are being educated in the 
school of sympathy. In that school you will learn 

many things about others. You will form some new 
judgments of character. You will gain new estimates 
of -the possibilities that lie within human hearts. You 
will make more allowances for others. You will be- 
come more considerate, more gentle, more patient, 
more like the Lord Jesus than before. 

But there is the second part of the promise itself. 

“Your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” . This is in 
measure true even now. For your experiences may be 
related to the great facts of life and of the faith. 
‘Now is Christ risen from the dead.’ It was that 
fact, just ahead, that turned the disciples’ sorrow into 
joy. Because that is true, this promise is true. Sor- 
row is turned into joy for us as we come to know, as 
fact and reality, that God is shaping our lives and us- 
ing all our experiences, alike of sorrow and of joy, to 
his glorious ends. 

Yet that is not all. For the promise is not that the 
Christian shall become a Stoic and cease to feel, or 
that he shall become an Epicurean and cynically learn 
to live only fot sensuous enjoyment. Nor even that 
his character shall be the more perfectly formed. The 
promise is quite definite. Sorrow shall be turned into 
joy. The processes will be completed, and because they 

have been completed they will be reversed. This lies 
still ahead. In the nature of life, as we know it, the 
realization is impossible just now, under present earth 
conditions. “We see not yet all things put under him” 
(Heb. 2:8). Sin and sorrow and death are still in 
the world. But we have the promise of His appearing. 
And when the King comes, and the kingdom is set up, 
then indeed sorrow will be turned into joy, “and your 
joy no man taketh from you.” 
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The First Two Chapters of Genesis 


I am a traveling Bible agent, and am often asked for 
explanation of difficult passages in the Bible, but, not 
being a Bible scholar regret inability to answer these 
questions, 


One of the difficult cases is the two accounts of the 
creation of man in Genesis r and 2, I have just read 
an articie explaining the matter, and the explanation 
seems correct, but before I pass it on to others (as is 
my custom), I would be obliged if you would help me 
out in the matter. 

The article says: “Man’s creation is referred to before 
the formation of his body. Genesis 1 : 26, 27 is the calling 
into being ofthe man himself, who was created a spirit 
in the image of God who is spirit. In Genesis 2:7 the 
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul.” 

Another (F. W. Grant) says: “It is in possession of 
spirit that man is by creation the offspring of God, who 
is spirit and the God and Father of spirits; that is, of 
angels, who are sons of God, and of the spirits of men. 
Thus man came forth from the hand of God like Him, 
a spirit."—A Mississippi Reader. 


First, it is important to recognize that there are 
no contradictions between the accounts in the first 
and second chapters of Genesis. And again, that the 
Bible never gives us unnecessary repetitions of the 
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same fact or truth; when matters are apparently or 
actually restated in the Bible, we may be-sure that the 
Holy Spirit, who supernaturally and infallibly in- 
spired the various writers, had a vital reason for this. 

We read in Genesis 1: 27 that “God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them,” In Genesis 2:7 we 
read: “And the Lord God formed’ man of the dust .of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul.” There is ob- 
viously no contradiction here, nor is there mere repe- 
tition; the second statement gives us detailed infor- 
mation that was not given in the first. 

But there does not seem to be Scriptural reason for 
supposing, as is suggested in the first quotation given 
in the inquirer’s letter, that man’s spirit was created 
before his body. The pre-existence of human spirits 
before. their life in the body is nowhere taught in the 
Scriptures. Indeed, the statement in Genesis 2:7 
would indicate that God made man’s body first, from 
the dust of the ground, and then “breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul.” While the Bible often distinguishes between 
soul and spirit, in a number of passages “soul” is used 
as including the whole person. 

Nor is there Scriptural authority. for excluding 
the physical body of man as part of the whole man 
who was created in the image of God. There is a 
very beautiful interpretation of Hebrews 10:5, which 
tells us of -a wonderful ‘work oe by God the Sen to 
God the Father: 


Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 
. a body hast thou prepared me. 


At is suggested by some Bible students, and with 
good reason, that before the. foundation of the world 
God had designed for his Son the body in which he 
was to be incarnated when, in the fullness of time, 
he should become man in order to become the Saviour 
of lost men. And thus it was, accurding-to this in- 
terpretation, that God created Adam, body as well as 
spirit, in the image of God when it came time to create 
the first man; thus Adam was made in the image, or 
according to the pattern, of that body which God had 
prepared for Christ in the counsels of eternity. This 
interpretation would also agree with the quotation 
given from F. W. Grant, that man is by creation the 
offspring of God, who is spirit; for man was thus 
created in the image of God both in body and in spirit. 

The remarkable volume just published by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, “The Biblical Story of 
Creation in the Light of the Recently Discovered Baby- 
lonian Documents” ($1.25, plus 10 cents postage), writ- 
ten by one of the outstanding scientific men of Italy, 
Dr. Giorgio Bartoli, discusses quite fully the accounts 
of creation given in the first and second chapters of 
Genesis, and offers a suggestive and valuable interpre- 
tation. He believes that the statement in verses four to 
six of the second chapter, referring to “the day that the 
Lord God made the earth and the heavens,” when 

“every plant of the field before it was in the earth, 
and every herb of the field before it grew,” were cre- 
ated, even before there was any rain upon the earth, 
and before there was any man to till the ground, and 
therefore “there went up a mist from the earth, and 
watered the whole face of the ground,’—this record, 
Dr. Bartoli believes, describes the original, instan- 
taneous act of creation recorded in the first verse of the 
first chapter of Genesis, and does not refer to the six 
days (which were largely of restoration) recorded in 
the first chapter of Genesis from the third verse on; 
after there had occurred the terrific cataclysm that 
wrecked and destroyed the earth as originally created; 
this cataclysm and wreckage being described in the sec- 
ond verse of the first chapter of Genesis, when the earth 
became “without form, and void [chaos]; and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep.” Dr. Bartoli 
does not believe that the second chapter of Genesis 
is a repetition or summary of the first; he says, on 
page 53 of his volume: 


Even this explanation must be excluded. In Genesis, 
especially in the first chapters, there are no repetitions 
of any kind. Everything is described with the greatest 
brevity and precision. Who is authorized to say that 
the first chapter had two summaries, one in chapter 1, 
verse 1, the other in chapter 2, verses 4-6? Besides, 
these latter verses do not contain a mere repetition of 
the fact of the creation of the heavens and of the earth. 
These are recorded ‘only in order to insist on the fact 
that the plants and the herbs were created in a perfeci 
state and full grown in the same day in which the 
heavens and the earth were created. The sacred text 
insists on the unity of time when creation took place, 
and on the simultaneousness of the divine action, and 
on the immediate origin from God of the plants and 
herbs which embellished the earth. In order, then, to 
demonstrate that the plants and herbs had not grown 
spontaneously and by themselves in virtue of rain from 
the sky, or because man had sown and cultivated them, 
the sacred text states that no man was yet in exist- 
ence who might have tilled the ground; finally, that the 
trees and the herbs appeared suddenly, in a day; in the 
same day, in fact, on which the heavens and earth were 
created. It is impossible to avoid the impression which 
the attentive reading of these verses makes on the spirit 
of the thoughtful reader: the universe came into being, 
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From a “Gospel of Death” 
to the Gospel of Life 








MEMBER of the family of the physician who 

attended Napolean Bonaparte during his last 
illness on the island of Corsica, and himself a product 
of one of the famous military colleges of France, 
came in contact with the works of a famous philos- 
opher, and then decided to commit suicide. He went 
to Brussels to avoid bringing disgrace upon his family, 
but there he wandered into a Salvation Army meet- 
ing, and, imstead of death, he found eternal life 
through Jesus Christ. Today he is one of the valued 
workers and leaders: of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
and at the request of the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, whe came to know him well in Bel- 
gium last summer, he has written the amazing story of 
his conversion. It is ‘entitled 


Arrested at the Brink of the Abyss 


and ii tells of a triumph of the Gospel in which every true 
Christian will rejoice. Readers of The Sunday School 
Times will be stirred and encouraged by Mr. Anto- 
marchi’s testimony to the ‘saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


This remarkable personal experience will begin mn 
next week's issue of The Sunday School Times, and 
will be concluded in the issue of September 4. If you 
have friends or acquaintances who might be helped 
by'the story of how a lost. and undone and desperate 
soul found the light, you will wish to. make use of the 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions. Such sub- 
scriptions may be had for 25 cents each. They 
should mention, “Arrested at the Brink of the Abyss” 
and should be sent at once to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 











most beautiful, most perfect, most orderly, in an instant, 
through the mighty power of an infinite God. 


Dr. Bartoli concludes his chapter on “The Manner 
of the Creation of the Universe” with the following:. 

“The heavens and the earth were created, all to- 
gether, in a single instant, in the beginning, in the most 
ancient time, or rather before time, by the co-eternal 
Word of God. They were created in a state and con- 
dition of beauty, perfection and loveliness. The first 
verse of Genesis stands alone. It is explained by- the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth verses of the second chapter, 
Between the first creation, indicated by the first 


verse, and the description of chaos of the second © 


verse, there occurred a cosmic catastrophe, an appall- 
ing capacity of worlds, whereby not only our earth 
was broken up into fragments, but even the solar 
system was displaced, commingling with the earth, 
and the whole world became a confused mass of 
heterogeneous elemenis, a dark, waste and formless 
chaos. Genesis does not narrate the appalling catas- 
trophe; it postulates it as known; but other books of 
Scripture allude very clearly to it. And the record 
of the catastrophe has remained and lingered on for 
centuries and centuries in the imagination of the 
tiles, who have mentioned it in their sacred books and 


poems,” 
a 
The Collapse of a Liberal’s Faith 


In Christian Work for last September I was deeply 
impressed by a communication from David McConaughy. 
It was not until I read this article that I knew of the 
suicide of “tone of the most promising students of Union 
Theological Seminary.” The papers must have kept it 
quiet. Every line of Mr. McConaughy’s article is a burn- 
ing arraignment of certain conditions. It does not seem 
to me to be too late for further publication. I hope that 
you can use it, if you have not already covered the 
ground.—A Florida Reader. 


The article by Mr. McConaughy, to which this 
reader refers, is such a sadly significant piece of evi- 


Gen-. 


dence of the destructive character of Modernism and: 


the Higher Criticism of the Bible that it is given to 
readers of The Sunday School Times on page 485 of 
this issue. It will be seen, from the facts brought 
together by Mr. McConaughy, that Modernism is not 
a mere academic question, -but that it involves eternal 
life and death. 
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Satan’s Strangle Hold on New Old China 


‘Why Confucianisin is hopelessly insufficient for China’s crises 





By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 




















Manchu Dynasty in China was the formal and 

official apotheosizing of Confucius. By tacit 
consent of eyerybody he had long been a god. The 
Chinese Christians and the foreign well-wishers of 
China had: a! right to expect that, with the inaugura- 
tion of the Republic, all such superstition would be 
banished to the limbo of the obsolete. But Satan 
gives up ground only as he is driven: back inch by inch. 
| Within a short, time the President of the new Chi- 
nese Republic issued a lengthy mandate on “Confucian- 
ism in the Schools,” in which he extolled the virtues and 
teachings of Confucius. The mandate said that “his 
birth on this earth is meant by Heaven to indicate that 
he shall be the Preceptor and Model, for myriads of 
generations. His sayings, as proved in the history of 
several thousand years and in the writings and _ utter- 
ances by Chinese and foreign scholars, are as immor- 
tal as the sun and moon and as indispensable as ‘the 
rivers and streams.” : : 

A large sum of money was set aside for the con- 
struction of a new, impressive official Confucian Tem- 
ple in Peking, to be a national building, in somewhat 
the same sense that the Kaiser’s “Dom” in Berlin is 
Lutheranism’s official center in Prussia, as St. Paul’s 
in London is that of the Established Church in Eng- 
land; and~St. Peter’s in Rome, of Catholicism. The 
intention of this fane being to proclaim formally to 
all the world that the Republic of China, even as the 
Empire of old, had formally committed itself. to Con- 
fucianism — “rejuvenated and modernized,” it is ex- 
plained, but still Confucianism. 

A Fearful Indictment Against Confucianism 

And what is Confucianism? I do not propose to 
discuss the inferior place to which this religion de- 
grades 200,000,000 women; nor its gruesome worship 
of departed spirits, nor the fearful manner in which it 
forces the dead to eat up the living in this spirit wor- 
ship; nor its unseemly passion for male issue (that 
this worship may have material for perpetuating it- 
self), together with all the cursed accompaniments of 
concubinage and girl slavery; nor the appallingly vast 
number of licensed, “wide-open” brothels —the in- 
mates offered, in herds, on the streets; nor its unspeak- 
able “reproach of women”; nor its fearful neglect 
of the aged, the sick, and the young; nor its silence 
and powerlessness in the presence of the universal 
gambling habit; nor its brutal cruelty toward lepers, 
and defectives, and insane; nor the hell of daughters- 
in-law herded together under one roof in oft unen- 
durable bondage to a harsh task-master mother-in-law; 
nor the callousness with which the tenderest relation- 
ships — as of birth, marriage, and death — are handled; 
nor the hidden horrors secreted in the homes of the 
common folk; nor its agnosticism, which has, by its 
inability to meet the soul-needs of the peéple — nearly 
a quarter of all humans on the planet —driven them 
in reaction into the demonism of Taoism; nor its 
deeper atheism — self-contradictory as all this seems 
to the logic of Western minds — likewise causing the 
people to embrace an exotic Buddhism as a panacea 
from the fret and frenzy and woes of earth. 

All these, and much more, may be laid at the door 
of Confucianism. But I intend here and now to speak 
only of some of its fruits —dirty straws on a turbid 
stream — that are to be seen within the area of what 
would be a foreign city block; things that are open 
to the sight of all, that even the casual and uninitiated 
foreign traveler could see, if he knew how to get 
there and where to look, things that the itinerating mis- 
sionary stumbles upon in open daylight in public places. 

Every city has its Confucian temple, or temples, 
with their accessories, each one the type of thousands 
of such centers. Let us look at one. In a certain 
county seat of my acquaintance there stands the large 
official Confucian temple of the city. Its grounds, 
thickly set with conifers, are dark and gloomy in the 
extreme. All such places have this dim religious light, 
impressive on the people, no doubt, especially as massed 
trees are so scarce. When I visited it, the whole place 
was full of refuse and débris, scattered all about and 
very characteristically dumped in corners. Hundreds 
of ‘noisy blackbirds that seem to have a predilection 
for the hollow ‘solemnities of Confucian temples’ flew 
and cawed above, defiling the walks and memorial 
tablets of the grounds with filth long unremoved. The 
series of courts and buildings, like great bare barns, 
were in a bad state of disrepair and decay. Altogether 
the impression of the entire compound was that of 
abandonment, melancholy, and disconsolateness; giv- 
ing one the peculiar sensation of aloofness from men, 
of unrelated loneliness, even of the desolation sug- 
gestive of a derelict at sea. 

At the rear of a central court was the largest build- 
ing, in which wera no idols, only a huge tablet of Con- 


Oe of the last ill-starred acts of the ill-starred 


A recent letter from Dr. Scott is signed, “Yours, 
for a China needing Christ, and the character he 
alone can give.” What are you doing that China 
may know Christ? One way that you may 
spread the Good News is through the Million 

estaments for China Campaign which, under 
the direction of George T. B. Davis, is arrangi 
a nation-wide distribution of the Word of 
A letter addressed to the Million Testaments for 
China ign, 119 South Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia, bring to you full information about 

this remarkable work. : 
Dr. Scott, out of his long experience as an 
itinerant preacher in little wn sections of 

China, has written two fascinating and informi 
: books. They are, “Answered in China’ 

($1.50, postage 12 cents), and “ China from With- 

in”. ($2, postage 15 cents). These may be had from 

The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia. 








fucius; in each side building facing this court were 
the tablets, in smaller size, of many of his disciples — 
on the same principle that a statue of the Virgin 
adorns the place of honor in a cathedral, while the 
lesser figures of saints and martyrs are auxiliary upon 
pillars of the nave and in niches of choir and transept. 

Not only were the grounds deserted but the gates 
were locked, and we had difficulty in getting in. These 
temples are only of state occasions, for officialdom; 
to the = they do not appeal. Just as the Christ, 
in the early centuries, was ignorantly misrepresented 
by his ministers as harsh and loveless, as cold, con- 
demning, and only just—no more—causing the peo- 
ple gradually to seek in Mariolatry that comfort and 
sympathy, graciousness and love, for which the. sin- 
sick soul yearns, so the austere barrenness of the wor- 
ship of Confucius,—veritable soul-sawdust — has 
driven the Chinese masses to the worship of spirits, 
in their conception malignant, to be sure, but now alive 
and daily to be reckoned with. The common people 
never will flock to the worship of the apotheosized 
Sage. From’him they have little to fear. Having 
prudently placated demons (who are alive and malig- 
nant), their interest in religion ends; they are dead 
in superstitious materialism, a state of mind that is a 
curious, contrary mixture of credulity and unbelief. 
Only in heathenism can two plus two make four and 
also, at one and the same time, make five. 

Coming forth from the holy precinct I noted the 
characters engraven on the granite slabs over the elab- 
orate, triple-gated entrance in honor of Confucius. 
To the right I read: “He is the ancestral sage of 
10,000 ages”; to the left: ‘His doctrine is the crown 
of the past, the present and the future’; over the 
central one, highest and widest and most honoring: 
“His character is worthy of classification with Heaven 
and Earth” (the Chinese way of saying: “He belongs 
tc the supreme order or rank of Deity”). Very well! 
Let us look to see-what this Paragon can do near his 
own retired and sacred seat. 


The Open Shame of a Temple Precinct 


It was fitting that near this official government tem- 
ple there should be an official government school; and 
so there was only a few rods away. I went with my 
friend to inspect it. Both sides of the narrow street 
leading thereto: were lined solidly with disreputable 
houses, out of the doors and windows of which brazen 
mannered, hard-faced harlots, pink-painted and gaily 
dressed, lolled and stared. They were there for the 
convenience of the students—openly so, without let 
or hindrance, except as they were watched, lynx-eyed, 
by old she-devils, lest a girl try to escape her slave- 
owner, 

Probably every one of these girls had been stolen 
by professional procurers or bought by them of the 
girls’ parents. Few mature, heathen Chinese women, 
hard as is their. lot, would exchange it for this one. 
But these scarlet ones, having from babyhood been 
trained to the trade, know nothing else than the vacant 
minded hell in which they moved. Confucianism makes 
no protest against this buying and stealing, and vio- 
lating business, against this sale of body and damna- 
tion of soul. So there was no one under the spell 
of Confucius, in his world, to raise a voice against 
this concrete situation, much less to fight it. 

And, beginning from the “holy” temple precinct, 
these places ran plumb up against the school wall! 
Imagine such a row in a Christian land stretching 
along a street and connecting a church with a college 
campus! This is the damnable poison of paganism, 
Confucianism included; its false religicns have no 
motive, much less power, —not even a concern, — to 


‘curable; and they don’t care. 


protest against the vileness of man; no remedy to 
offer for the ruin wrought by the Evil One. They 
take all sin as a matter of fact, to be sinned, and in- 
Such, in its practical 
outworking, on the sex side, is the spiritual strength 
of Confucianism that talks much, in the books, about 
“the Princely Man” who’ ought to “rectify himself.” 
This was a “new style” school, like thousands of 
others, and supposedly “after the western order,” held 
in remodeled temple buildings and examination halls. 
Here were accommodations for several hundred stu- 
dents. But we could count only twenty. ostensible 
students on the compound, a miserable lot of lecherous, 
lazy young fellows much in need of athletics, who not 
only are not taught “western learning,” but who, as 
far as we could learn, do not study anything profitable 
in icular. 
here were Bo srolessars around, though a dozen 
were drawing gi salaries. Inquiry elicited the in- 
teresting information that several days ago the teachers 
had gone off to,se (to play, to recreate) ; and nobody 
had any idea when they would return. Expensive 
“western” apparatus, chemical and physical, was there, 
rusting and spoiling from neglect. Nobody knew how 
to use it or care for it. And nobody seemed to have 
any responsibility for it. In China one witnesses the 
interesting phenomenon. of a public causeway or wall 
gradually melting away, stone by stone; and parts of 
foreign machinery, eyen of railway locomotives, some- 
times mysteriously disappearing; anybody who wants 
anything badly enough just helps himself. A com- 
mentary on this was the entrance, while we were in- 
specting the apparatus, of one of the numerous coolie 
caretakers of the institution, who took some wire from 
a small electric machine because he wanted something 
stronger than string with which to do some mending! 


Corrupt Student Life 


In several dormitory rooms into which we looked 
we found painted women there with students. And 
this, in a land where Confucianism, with its all-em- 
bracing, supposedly perfect “five relationships” teaches 
that a man is not even to raise his eyes to look upon 
a women not his own! And it is by this sort of 
secular education, plus Confucian morals taught in 
these government schools, plus worship before the tab- 
let of the Sage, that Confucian zealots and western- 
trained non-Christian statesmen of the land (whose 
harems, after their return to China, often have more 
concubines in them than the “literati of the old 
school”) are planning to bring China into a position 
of — and power among the great nations of the 
wor 

And, as if what has been already hinted at were not 
enough to bestialize the heathen students of any gov- 
ernment school, there stands nearby that school an- 
other temple with nunnery attached. Even for heathen- 
ism these women are a hard lot, of a bad reputation. 
Though none but women are supposed to enter, men 
aplenty, who have no business there, and in broad day- 
light, were streaming in and out—brazen. One needs 
to live many years in the midst of heathenism in order 
to begin to conceive of its callousness, and to sense 
some of its lostness to shame. That this sort of tem- 
ple is common in the cities means, of course, that it 
is as fruitful of physical ruin in China today, and as 
dreadful an underminer of character foundations, as 
it was in the rotten days of Egypt and Babylon, of 
Greece and Rome. But Confucianism lifts no finger 
in warning, manifests no righteous indignation, dis- 
plays no wifl to oppose wrongdoing. Here is the Great 
Gulf fixed between Christianity and Confucianism — 
the former protests eternally against bad conditions, 
physical, moral, spiritual; the latter, never. 

numerous instances, who attend these schools? 
Not students, coming from humble homes, whose rec- 
ommendations are gray matter, a need to be helped, and 
a real desire to study. Such are rejected! The sons 
and relatives of officials and of wealthy families, who 
can afford to pay for an education — these are taken 
in, often tuition free. So the double irjustice is 
worked — excluding the poor and making the heathen 
rich meaner. All this is somewhat protested against 
by native reformers through the vernacular press. But 
they did not get the spirit to protest from Confucian- 


Small wonder then that such government schools, 
the creatures of politics, are seats of nepotism, im- 
morality, extravagance, student domination, and gen- 
eral inefficiency. Though ostensibly “reform” (that 
is, established on temple foundations and supplanting 
the old examination system), and though nominally 
“Western” (places of supposed up-to-date instructions), 
many of them cost from five to ten times as much 
as do the efficient mission schools, while they give 
back the minimum of results. Under China’s state 
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system the Tsing Hua College (the government’s 
American-Chinese Indemnity School near Peking, 
founded and run to prepare the flower of Chinese 
youth to finish their studies in American colleges and 
universities), with miliuons of returned indemnity 
money at its command, still had to negotiate.a loan 
with the Carnegie Corporation for current expenses, 
Money sticks tighter and thicker than is readily be- 
levable as it passes through the hands of officials 
trained in Confucian ethics. 

In one of the cities of my field the principal of the 
new government higher school has systematicaily stolen 
the salary-money handed down to him by the provin- 
cial government. The professors “i:ive off their own 
juices,” like a hibernating bear, so to speak, for two 
or three months; and then, when they cannot arrange 
longer for food-money and have given up hopes of 
recovering their salaries, they borrow a few dimes 
for “road-money” and disappear. And other mc-hs, 
attracted by the candle of big salaries in a government 
institution, flit in to get singed, and flit away again; 
as do also the students. All is in a constant state of 
flux. Meanwhile the redoubtable principal is sending 
up to the Capital glittering reports of the success of 
this school, and pocketing the salaries of its teachers. 
Nobody knows how much he paid for his job —evi- 
dentiy, not a little. The efficiency of the instruction 
corps hired may be gauged by the fact that one mem- 
ber of the faculty, “professor of English,” guaranteed 

“to teach the American language up to the letter G.” 
Members of its faculty have repeatedly come to the 
teacher of our Mission School for Boys to get pointers 
on the rudiments of singing, arithmetic, geography, 
drawing, calisthenics. 

Confucianism is responsible for this system; and 
the appalling thing about these conditions is the fact 
that all-know them, yet no one cares, at least shows 
no courage to protest. Who has any desire to fight, 
for example, this principal, a man in authority, whose 
money has made him “so:id” with powerful friends 
higher up? 

This attitude toward life is how Confucianism does 
not grip the conscience and the soul. This is why 
the Chinese say —always under their breath —that 

“all public servants are bad and ought to be beheaded, 
but if they were, the same sort of men would take 
their places. So, what’s the use?” This is why the 
peop’e live in the realm of distrust, fear, suspicion, 
deceit; why they have a proverb referring to’ their 
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Own nation-wide lack of character : 
rotten wood.” 

Confucianism has deified ancient cifstom, it has 
avoided all supernatural subjects; it has worked out an 
elaborate moral code, beautifully worded, with no hint 
as to where power may be found to live up to it. 
Its motto is “Look Back”; it offers no hope for the 
future, gives only dead stagnation in the present. It 
has cursed China with national apathy as to the world 
outside (in colossal national egotism making it labor 
under the halucination of being “the Middle King- 
dom”). Worse still it has cursed China by obscuring 
God and the future life. The multitudinous coroliaries 
of this curse, ramifying for two thousand years 
and more from this double root, no brush, no pen 
can even suggest. That to which Confucianism is 
committed and from which it will never retrench a 
step, because its existence and potency with the people 
is inextricably bound up in it, is ancestor worship, 
which makes this religion a living death, the living 
living for the dead—the exact opposite of Christian- 
ity, whose motto is “Look Forward.” If “hope is to 
a religion as fire to an altar,’ then. Confucianism is 
a stone cold altar. 

Yes, it is cost:y to be a heathen. But many of the 
home church do not believe it—over much. God 
Almighty says: “I am Jehovah, . .. and my glory 
will I not give to another.” His Word also says that 
they that run after false gods to serve them will be 
made to drink the wine o1 his wrath (Rev. 14:10), 
the cup of staggering (Isa. 51: 17). 

When is the home church to replace China’s cup of 
woe with one of peace and power in Christ? “In 
Christ” it must be, and in him only; for, as Yuan Shi 
Kai said in a personal conversation with Dr. H. H. 
Lowrie, President of the then Methodist Mission Uni- 
versity in Peking: “I am not a Christian; I am a 
Confucianist; but only Christian ethics can save China, 
Our morality is not sufficient for the crisés.” 

Yes! Isaiah was right: “The isles shall wait for 
his law.” This is not mere pleasant poetry, a grace- 
ful compliment to Jehovah. The Hebrew verb implies 
they “must wait.” They have no resources in them- 
selves; are hopeless, forespent, undone in sin. Bound 
in the soul’s prison pen, they grind helplessly, awaiting 
a Deliverer. Blinded, they grope in darkness, await- 
ing a Healer whose. touch shall open their eyes to see 
that Light whose dawning maketh all things new. 

TsINGTAN, CHINA. 


“You cannot carve 














How a Music-Loving Girl Found Victory 


Resting on His unchanging grace 

















(Concluded from last week’s issue) 
T THIS critical period, my dearest girl friend 
advised me to talk over my problems with a 
Christian leader whom she knew,— hé lived in a 
near-by city,— and whose advice she trusted. I, too, be- 
lieved that he lived in such close touch with God, that 
God could send me a direct message through him. 
We decided to go to see him. My friend was pray- 
ing, and so was I, that God wouid lead in the 
whole matter. One Wednesday afternoon in April 
I entered that Christian man’s office—a bit embar- 
rassed and timid. His gracious manner soon put me 
at ease, and I was able to tell him my views on the 
Sabbath question. Then he told me his interpretation 
of that subject as given in God’s Word. After about 
forty minutes of discussion I was still undecided, and 
he said to me, “Will you wait until you are sure of 
God’s will before you settle this thing?” Well, waiting 
was just what I was afraid to do. Those verses in 
2 Thessalonians 2: 10-12 had me frightened. Suppose 
I should be rejecting light! But it was pointed out 
to me that I was not consciously disobeying unless I 
was sure that God wanted me to do something which 
I was refusing to do. As long as I was in doubt, it 
might be as much a sin to act in one way as in an- 
other. This thought gave me great comfort. 

I had prayed before leaving home that the question 
of: the Victorious Life might be brought up during 
the conversation, and that my problems in it might 
also be solved. This man knew, of course, that if I 
would let God control my life, all other things would 
take. care of themselves. Accordingly, he turned the 
conversation to just that topia How I praise God for 
the lessons I learned that day! I was still worrying 
over my unsettled Sabbath question. The truth that 
God had a plan for my life never became real to me 
until that day in April, As this man who trusted God 
so fully in all the details of his life said to me: ‘“Aren’t 
you willing to trust your unsettled questions to the One 
who has a plan for your life? If you are willing, 
he will lead you clearly all the way.” I answered, 
“Yes, I am willing to trust him.” 

Little did I know how soon this truth would be of 
more comfort to me than anything else in the world! 
Until this time I had been a chronic worrier. But 
from that day to this I have never worried over the 
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Sabbath question, my lifework question, or any other 


question. My future is in God’s hands. There it is 
safe, and there I am content to leave it. 
Then came the question of surrender. As far as I 


knew, I had surrendered myself to God. Still, I wasn’t 
having power over sin in my life. I-was not doubting 
God’s willingness to do his part, so I naturally con- 
cluded it was my fault, and decided that I was not 
absolutely yie'ded. Then this man of God said to me: 
“But you'll trust him for the yielding, won’t you?” 
Trust him for the yielding! I had never thought that 
was possible— surely J had to do the yielding. Then 
I was shown that when I was not consciously resist- 
ing God in anything, but had definitely surrendered 
my life to him, I had done all I could do, and God 
could be trusted with the rest. What joy that thought 
brought to me! As we were parting, we had prayer 
together — how wonderfu:ly he prayed for me, and 
then I left his office, a very much happier girl than I 
had entered it. 

About noon on Friday I arrived at my home. Father 
had died the night before! I had been his idol. He 
was the one in our family who petted me so much, 
and thought so much of my music. To know father 
was either to know me, or know about me. I dare not 
dwell on this terrible loss. I had lived twenty-two 
years and this was the first grief to enter my life. 
Only this question I could ask and answer: Was God 
faithful? Did the new trust I had just learned work? 
Was I willing to accept this awful sorrow as part of 
God’s love-plan for my life? Yes, praise his glorious 


name, I was.. Through this great bereavement I 
could say, and really mean it, “Thy will be done, 
Father. You know best.” . How tenderly God had 


prepared me for this trying ordeal by sending me to 
talk with one of his friends who could. bring me the 
message I needed to learn. Yes, he does plan the de- 
tails of our lives, if we let him. 

Two months later it was necessary for me to pass 
through another very hard experience. My Master 
Degree in Music was almost won, but to pass examin- 
ations in my principal subject, piano, I had to give a 
whole program, unassisted by anyone else, and, of 
course, from memory. To this the public, my friends, 
and the musical judges were to be invited. it anyone 
considers that easy, let him try it! 


AUGUST 21, 1926 


Father had been the one most interested in the re- 
cital, and he was dead! My studies had been much 
interrupted in the fall, and since the middle of April 
I had had no heart to practice. The Bach Chromatic 
Fantasie and Fugue, and the Brahms F minor Sonata 
simply would not go into my brain. The rest of the 
program I did not fear so much. Day after day I 
practiced, cried, and prayed, practiced, cried, and prayed, 
over and over again for weeks — but made little head- 
way. Finally examination night came. How could I 
face the audience! Many of my intimate friends were 
praying for me— in fact, I was literally depending on 
God for my success. 

I entered the room, and took my seat at the piano. 
Before beginning, I breathed a prayer. something like, 
this: “Lord, remember, ‘I’m depending on you, 
you don’t see me through, it’s ali up with me.” -Then 
a calm passed over me and my. program. began. It 
went splendidly ! 
that night. Once I got to crying when thinking about 
father, but self-control was soon regained, and | fin- 
ished the program in such a way as to be an honor to 
my school. One thing more: the gold medal (which is 
given on.y to those who have enough talent to become 
briliiant concert performers after sufficient study) was 
won by my playing ‘that night! This medal is rarely 
given—only three others having received it. No one 
can know how my heart went out in humble, grateful 
thanksgiving to God for his marvelous miracle of love 
that night. I have never known of a more direct an- 
swer to prayer. 

During’ ail these weeks of marvelous blessing from 
God had my life been free from the stain of sin? 
Would that I could answer, “Yes.” . With all that God 
had taught me, with the many opportunities he had 
given me to learn how to take his gift of victory over 
sin, with his numerous definite answers to prayer — 
still I was not a victorious Christian, except at times, 
Is it any wonder that God’s patience is the most glori- 
ous part of his love-character to me? 

After my conversation with the Christian who helped 
me so, I had been praying for God to open the way 
for me to attend a Victorious Life Conference. I knew 
I could not afford to go—expenses had been too 
heavy. Yet I longed for the blessing I knew I would 
receive should I be able -to attend the meetings. God 
did open the way. The Ladies Bible Class of our 
church sent me as a delegate. I knew nothing of the 
intention of the class until the first. Sunday in July, 
when the president of the class said te me: “Get ready 
to go to the Victorious Life Conference— our class is 
sending you as its delegate.” Can a more definite an- 
swer to prayer than that be found? My girl friend, 
who had: led me to the right counselor before, now 
went to this conference with me. Two years before, 
at a similar conference, she had received such a bless-. 
ing — Christ himself in his fullness, and I was hungry 
for the same blessing. So I went. with a very con- 
scious need, and expected to have it filled. Early in 
the conference I learned my trouble. J had been trying 
to do God’s work. I had surrendered to him before, 
but had ‘taken it for granted that his power plus my 
efforts would win my victories. But through an ad- 
dress at the conference, on “Counterfeit Victory,” 4 
God showed me that I had only had a counterfeit vic-. 
tory. One particular truth.surprised me: “God’s work 
of salvation is perfect, but only becomes effective in 
our lives when we accept it by faith.” Here, then, was 
my trouble, and on the Monday night after the con- 
ference opened I accepted Christ as my sufficient 
Saviour. There was no great feeling or emotion con- 
nected with it. I knew I dare not distrust him any 
longer. I would grieve him no more by that awful 
sin (the worst of all sins) of unbelief. 

Just let me mention a few of my definite blessings 
from the conference. Wherein has my life been 
changed by ceasing to struggle against sin, and allow- 
ing my Saviour to do my fighting for te? 

1. For the first time in my life, I have learned what 
it is to be filled with joy, a joy independent of circum- 
stances or feeling. did more praising God in one 
month after I had taken Jesus Christ as my Life than 
I had in a whole year before. When my hay fever 
and asthma came cn the following fall, I could praise 
him for that. The details, as well as the big things of 
my life, are in his care, therefore, I thank him for 
whatetver his love may see best to bring into my life. 


2. A new love for people came into my life that 
made it impossible for me to be so critical. God took 
out of my life that awful sin of unlove, and the “holier 
than thou” attitude by his own miracle working gift 
of himself in my life. He brought me to realize that 
apart from him, I am all unrighteousness. How dare 
I judge another! 

3. I learned what real intercession meant. I had 
prayed for folks—oh, yes — but as to making a busi- 
ness of prayer and doing it systematically, that had 
never occurred to me. I noticed one lady at the con- 
ference who seldom attended the meetings, because she 
spent her time in prayer with God. At times one could 
see that she was physically worn out through her seri- 





1The substance of this address will be found in the pam- 
phlet, “Real and Counterfeit Victory,” by Charles G. Trum- 
bull (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 40 cents 
a dozen, 4 cents each, or $3 a hundred), 


I had never played so well as I did - 
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Lessen for September 5 
Exodus 33 


ous praying. That was new to me, but praise God, 
it isn’t new now. Some of the most blessed moments 
of fellowship with God that I have known. since the 
conference have been when I was_interceding at. the 
throne of grace for others. 


4. Just one more wondrous blessing. God killed 
my spiritual pride. One -would have had to know me 
very well to realize what a miracle that has been. Be- 
cause: of so much public work with my music, I was 
at ease before the public. -I knew after a few notes 
whether I had my audience with me or not, and I 


could: usually: win them if they were not with me. I- 


discovered that I had the same power with my words. 
In leading a meeting, or teaching a Sunday-school 
lesson, I could hold my hearers. “Aiter a service, it 
always gratified of pride to receive much commenda- 
tion Of course, I prayed during the preparation and 
before the meeting, studied out my subject carefully 
in order to bring a real message to others, but just 
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the same, I wanted the praise. When I ayed for 
my church I often thought to myself, ow can I 
make this solo or anthem more attractive to the con- 
gregation? Will the effect be better if I play this way 
or that way?” As I look back now, and realize the 
blackness of my heart, I am surprised that God allowed 
me-to do. anything at ‘all for him. No wonder my life 
lacked power! But since he showed me the blackness 
of that sin, and I surrendered it to him, trusting his 
grace for victory over it, I can put first things first. 
“Will it glorify my Saviour 2?” 
permost in my mind. 


After thirteen years of infinite patience, wondrous 
leading, and many manifestations of himself, God suc- 
ceeded in leading me to surrender myself-to him, and 
trust his sufficient grace for every need of my life. 
How I praise his precious name for his love that 
would not let me go, until I rested my weary soul on 
his unchanging - grace! : 








The Inside Documentary History of Modernism 


A remarkable new book setting forth the unmistakable evidence of Modernism’s studied 
attack .on ongnaeicn Christianity _ 
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_This article reviews ** The Leaven if the Slice; ** by Ernest Gordon. apt ag 7p agg The Sunday School 


Times Company, Philadelphia, paper, $1; cloth, $1.50; postage, 12 cents. 


oss every one now in touch with religious 
movements in the world realizes that there is a 
state of unrest in the churches. Those who have come 
into direct or professional contact with the underlying 
causes of the unrest are aware of many of the facts 
in the case, but thousands of the members of evangel- 
ical churches have never known the history of the 
modern movement away from the Bible, nor have they 
grasped the full significance: of the radical changes in 
thought and life already accomplished by this move- 
ment. For the most part the process has been so 
gradual and so subtle that the defection from the faith 
has come to pass with little shock to the sensibilities 
of the Bible believer. Modernism has its plausible 
aspects to those who have never pursued in their 
thinking the path that the true logic of the case must 
necessarily mark out, and the end to which that path 
leads. The well-informed Bible believer who knows 
the facts concerning the purposes, the teachings, the 
ends already attained, that are characteristic of the 
Modernist movement finds the whole story so shocking 
that its credibility must be supported by actual refer- 
ence to authoritative sources, and this in ab: 

Readers of The Sunday School Times are familiar 
with the work of Ernest Gordon, Harvard graduate, 
linguist, traveler, and Bible student, son of the revered 
A. J. Gordon, one of the most distinguished and hon- 
ored ministers of the Gospel that the previous gener- 
ation had the privilige of knowing. Ernest Gordon’s 
monthly “Survey” in The Sunday School Times has 
gathered up, for several years, a vivid and varied and 
enriching picture, from month to month, of the most in- 
teresting and significant occurren around the world 
in the field of religious thought and life. Mr. Gordon 
is a keen and watchful student of affairs, and for a 
number of years he has been gathering material from 
original sources in the preparation of a history of the 
teachings of Modernism. Public addresses, magazine 
articles, pamphlets, books, documents requiring patient 
and toilsome research,—ali of these are brought un- 
der contribution with an instinct for the heart of the 
matter that Mr. Gordon unconsciously exhibits in 
whatever work he undertakes. 

The method of his book is sound and fair, —emi- 
nently so. He rests his case upon direct references to 
the utterances, the writings, the acts, of those who 
may rightly be regarded as accredited exponents of 
the matters under discussion. It is not hearsay but 
evidence with which Mr. Gordon deals, and there is 
enough of it in the tracing of the baneful history of 
Modernism to startle anyone from the slumber of a 
smooth content with a spirit of toleration that fatu- 
ously imagines a church in which the teaching of Mod- 
ernism and the Bible believer are expected to work to- 


ether, 

Mr. Gordon deals with the rise of Unitarianism in 
New England, and what he justly calls “the capture 
of the churches from Puritanism.” He shows the 
great contrast between the Unitarian poverty of mis- 
sions, and the rise of Christian missions in New Eng- 
land. He shows also the extremely limited extent of 
Unitarian giving as compared with that of the Chris- 
tian churches. If one has any doubt as to the ex- 
tent to which anti-Scriptural teaching has gone in 
the colleges, let him read Mr. Gordon’s researches at 
this point, and sit back in his chair and wonder whether 
such things can actually be true. They are true, for 
Mr. Gordon gives the sources from which he derives 
his direct quotations. 

One of the most illuminating chapters is the story 
of Unitarianism and radical thought, in its effort to 
find a place in such institutions as the Federal Council 


of Churches, the Y. M. C. A, and the Y. W. C.’A,, 





and the Unitarian denunciation of the Christian tests 
set up by these organizations. It is a long and con- 
sistent story of boring from within, as far as that is 
possible. 

The amazing teachings of the Religious Education 
Association, and the attempted and sometimes success- 
ful influence of this radical organization in the Y. M. 
C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the former International Sun- 
day School Association, including the present organiza- 
tion — The International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion —are set forth in great and convincing detail. The 
movement has permeated hymn books, captured many 
of the Bible chairs in the colleges, such as Mt. Holyoke, 
Wellesley, Smith, Bryn Mawr, Brown, Syracuse, and 
others, —to say nothing of the University of Chicago, 
the source of much of the teachings of the Modern- 
istic movement. Even the Council of the Church 
Boards of Education has ‘shared in the promoting ef 
this movement of the Religious Education Association. 

Perhaps one of the most striking instances of all 
this is found in what Mr. Gordon terms “The Loot- 
ing of Andover.” It is impracticable to suggest the 


‘outline of this business in the brief space of this 


review, but the chapter is eminently worth reading 
as showing the sophistry that can exist among men, and 
with which other institutions may have to deal at any 
time. 

No study of this sort would be complete without 
reading the Modernistic attack upon the theological 
seminaries. It is safe to say that anyone who for 
the first time reads the facts that Mr. Gordon has here 
set forth will wonder how it is that the church has 
tolerated such doings and such teachings, yet many a 
church sends its sons to these very seminaries where 
the most amazing teachings concerning the Bible are 
put forth as the results of modern scholarship. Man 
after man is quoted from his own writings, and his 
own teachings, and the amazing thing is that this un- 
scholarly, absolutely un-Christian, and anti-Scriptural 
teaching can be allowed to go on by those who are still 
giving their support to institutions where these condi- 
tions exist on the supposition that they are training 
men for the Christian ministry. One of the most 
pathetic phases of the whole drab story is the com- 
plete reversal in many institutions of the founder’s 
plainly stated intent, and the devious sophistry by which 
men are able to persuade themselves and others that 
they are justified in doing the opposite thing from that 
which the founders proposed. The utter shame of it 
all grows as one reads page after page of quotations 
from those who have succeeded in confusing the issues 
so completely that many an honest Bible believer won- 
ders why there should be a fuss about it at all. There 
would not be much wond ring-on the part of anyone 
who would read Mr. Gordon’s book. It is not recom- 
mended for pleasant summer reading. 

s he — his book to a close, Mr. Gordon draws 
stri ring parallels between the eighteenth century Deists 
and present-day Modernist. The new unbelief is not 
new. The eighteenth century unbelief borrowed from 
the past. Even then divinity faculties were captured 
by what was then modern theology; endowments were 
diverted to purposes for which they néver were in- 
tended; creedal obligations were disregarded, and evan- 
gelical hymns mutilated, as now in many countries; 
in Scandinavia, Holland, Germany, and Scotland there 
was persecution of the evangelicals by the Modernists 
as now throughout the world. Then followed the great 
evangelical revival and the consequent awakening of 
philanthropy, including the rise and expansion of evan- 
gelical missions. 

It must not be sup 


sed that this is an immoderate 
book. Indeed Mr. 


rdon has not written in that 


is the question now up- - 
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spirit. The facts themselves are enough, and show 
better than perhaps any book of the kind has yet done, 
just what it is the churches are facing when dealing 
with Modernism. It is an informing book,— a: book 
that is like the inside documentary history "of a war, 
—a war greater than the last war, more lasting, more 
important in its outcome, more subtle and more dis- 
astrous to those on the wrong side. 


The Relation of Sunday School 
Teacher and Pupil 


By Eva W. Soule 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL teacher who takes a really 
vital interest in her pupils, and we should have 
no other, should inform herself fully on the general 
conditions of the home life of each one of her pupils. 
A child who has no religious atmosphere in the home 
will need different handling from the one who has, and 
a knowledge of all these things will enable the teacher 
to give the. kind of personal touch that may possibly 
prove to be the turning point in that child’s life. In 
this connection the teacher, of course, should know 
whether or not the parents are church members, and 
where. She should learn something of their observance 
of the Sabbath. She should know what kind of amuse- 
ments are to be had at home, and whether or not there 
are other brothers or sisters in the home; also if there 
are other persons living with the family, such as a 
grandmother, ox possibly some other relative. 

The kind of books in a home, and the sort of music 
enjoyed, all count for much in the habits and general 
disposition of the child. It will help much to know 
the mother’s interests, whether they are in connection 
with church activities or otherwise. And by all means 
know the father’s occupation. How much it means to 
mention to a boy the worthy occupation of his father, 
especially when the boy has proudly stated his desire 
to follow in his father’s footsteps. 

Then it is wise to know how the child plays — does 
he have a play-room and equipment, or is he left mainly 
to his own resources? If he does not play at home, find 
out where he plays, and with whom. 

In a well-organized and graded Sunday-school much 
of this data, when once obtained, can be kept on record 
and passed from one teacher to another. Now you 
may ask how all this information may be obtained, 
You will be surprised how many of these points may 
be touched upon during the course of a friendly visit, 
if you keep them in mird and tactfully mention them 
as the conversation proceeds. What we are striving 
for more than anything else is to guide the children 
into an every-day religion, and we can do this infinitely 
better with a knowledge of every-day conditions, 

Kansas City, Mo. 


The Collapse of a Liberal’s Faith 


N THE second page of this issue of The Sun- 

day School Times a reader calls attention to a 
communication that he saw, last autumn, in a re- 
ligious weekly, Christian Work, which has now been 
merged with The Christian Century. The communica- 
tion was from David McConaughy, the well-known 
Director of the Stewardship Department of the 
(Northern) Presbyterian Church, It bore the title 
that stands at the head of this article, and was intro- 
duced by the, ene statement from the editors of 
Christian Work: 


Mr. i ate was moved by our recent serial, “The 
Conversion of a Fundamentalist,” to write the following 
account of the experiences of one of his Indian friends. The 
account would be more complete if we might have more 
of something of the man’s own feeling about his experience. 
Has what he lost left him feeling poor mdeed? Or does he 
have something which is as rich as that which has gone, 
despite the loss of place and position and ease which his 
faithfulness to his convictions has involved? 


This editorial comment of Christian Work uncon- . 


sciously betrays the piss pe position of the Modernist, 
as readefs of The Sunday School Times will appre- 
ciate after reading Mr. McConaughy’s remarkable mes- 
sage, which is as follows: 

When, not long ago, one of the most promising and 
popular of the students of Union Theological Sem- 
inary, of New York, committed suicide, I was inter- 
ested to get the reactions of some of his fellow stu- 
dents with a view to ascertaining the cause of the 
rash act. In his New Testament, on the margin of 
John 11: 25, referring to the verse, “I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life,” he had written his farewell mes- 
sage — “Tell Prof. H that this is not all bunk.” 
To my inquiry of his fellow students, one replied: 
“Well, they souse us with destructive ideas to such 
an extent at the beginning of our course, that it is 
not easy to keep one’s balance.” Another: “In getting 
rid of old ideas, some of us find it very difficult to 
readjust ourselves satisfactorily to the new.” An- 
other: “In the light of my own experience in the 
course of post-graduate work in the Seminary, I got 
my eyes open to see whither I was drifting, and I 





OW he 
ry 








“486 * 


forthwith changed my course. You would be amazed 
.to learn how cee men, by the time they get through, 
come to the conclu: j 

pel to preach, and hence take up avocations other than 
the ministry.” . 

One wonders whether those who are carrying on 
‘destructive processes in theological studies realize the 
extent to which their “Modernism” is working. havoc, 
even in circles far away in non-Christian lands. Of an 
outstanding and typical case of this I have first-hand 

, inv the “ight of intimate personal contact 
through a series of years. It may. serve to, indicate the 
trend along this line. For more than two score years, 
as recurring birthdays have come round, I have re- 
ceived annually a message from one of my friends in 
India, who has been passing through a process of dis- 
integration of faith through “liberal” influences. My 
last message from him is in the shape of the’ latest 
book he has. written, entitled, “Jesus of Nazareth.” On 
opening it, I turned at once to the Resurrection chap- 
ter, as the heart of the whole matter, and found that 
all that was left which he could hold as credible con- 
sists of the fifteenth of Kirst Corinthians: 


Jesus having been raised on the third day by God, he 
appeared to Peter; then to the twelve; then he appeared to 
above five hundred disciples at once; then he appeared to 
James; then to all the apostles; and last of all, he appeared 
to Sau® of Tarsus. 


In a footnote he states, that “there is not a word 
to suggest that the resurrection was physical”; and 
he hastens to make it plain that neither the “Galilean” 
tradition nor the “Jerusalem” tradition of the resyr- 
_rection holds. 

Three distinct scenes come to my mind, as I re- 
view the religious history of this friend of mine. | 

His father was a well-known high court pleader in 
southern India, a man of considerable erudition, well 
versed in Hindu literature and a polemic writer of no 
mean caliber, whose writings have had a wide circu- 
lation. This, his only living son, gave great promise 
as a student. In the midst of his B.A. course, a copy 
of the Gospel of John fell into his hands, and at 
length he came to a positive conviction as to the claims 
of Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord. He made a 
bold confession in a public meeting, although well 
aware that in doing so he was taking a step which 
could only issue in forfeiting both family and fortune. 
Night after night, like Nicodemus of old, he came 
to my home and together we read through the Gospel 
of John One day when called upon to perform a 
ceremony which only the oldest son could perform on 
behalf of a deceased mother, he refused to go to the 
Saivite Temple. This brought him to the parting of 
the ways, and it was necessary for him to go away to 
Ceylon for the time being, to avoid the storm which 
his baptism breught on. Later he returned and with 
the help of friends was able to complete his college 
course and take his degree, . 

Some years afterward, standing by him in the pul- 
pit of the great church of which he was the revered 
pastor, I saw a congregation of white robed Indian 
Christians filling the ‘auditorium from outer door to 
puipit steps, over whom he was exercising a great 
and growing spiritual influence. The following day 
we went together to a Hindu temple where an annual 
festival was in progress. As we stood looking down 
upon the throng of people, mad upon their idols, pour- 
ing muddy water out of the “holy well” over their 
bodies to wash away their sins, I saw the tears run- 
ning down the face of my friend, as with deep emotion 
he said, “But for the grace of God, I would be in the 
same position now as these poor, deluded people. Some 
years ago when worshiping in the temple at Tanjore, 
when I came up out of the water, I was so covered 
with mud that my own brother did not recognize me.” 
And now he stood there a cultured, Christian gentle- 
man and spiritual leader of widening influence; not 
long after he rose to one of the foremost places of 
Christian leadership in his own land, being made Mod- 
erator of the United Church of South India. Bn 

Some years later he was called to occupy a chair in 
a theological seminary, and in course of time became 
interested in Modernism, reading widely in theological 
books of Europe and America. Gradually his old 
simple faith, that had stood the severest tests in earlier 
years, and his evangelistic zeal, gave place to a spirit 
of criticism, and he has drifted further and further 
away from the standards fer which once he was will- 
ing to sacrifice everything. Of recent years he has 
renounced his faith in the deity of Jesus, except only 
as another avatar in the long procession of men who, 
through the years of Hindu history have, by meditation 
and devotion, evolved into something more than hu- 
man. He is no longer engaged in Christian work, but 
is a translator in employ of Government. 


Mr. Trumbul?’s “What ts the Gospel?” gives the 
essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man 
in the street” and every one else. It gives God’s Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,” “How Men Are Saved,” 
“What is Salvation,’ “The Blessed Hope,” “The Vic- 
torious Life’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cents; postage, 
5 cents; paper, 50 cents; postage, 5 cents). 


sion that they really have no Gos- - 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Neo 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
persenal for. an answer. in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if returm postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Please put me on your prayer list. 
I love the Lord Jesus Christ and do believe in prayer, but 
am discouraged. I have been in the busigess world for a 
number of years and am now thirty’yeara old. I have al 
ways hoped and longed for a home and Sve been praying 
about this for a few years. I do long ior a true lover and 
husband. When I search the Scriptures it seems to me 
that God ordained marriage and that this is his will for 
a Christian woman.. I feel I did. not get these desires from 
the world, but from his @Vord, I do try to live as God 
would have a Christian woman live, and.am so weary of the 
business world and do so long for a home and some earthly 
companion to care for me. I do believe that this would be 
for his glory. Would you continue to ask God for this 
or would you give up all hope of this?—A DISCOURAGED 
CHRISTIAN. 


EAR “DISCOURAGED CHRISTIAN”: The 

Devil’s choice weapon is discouragement. If he 
can only get us to pity self, and to see only what we 
feel we are denied, he then has us unhappy and un- 
willing to accept God’s way for us. My dear, you 
have much of truth in your consideration of the mar- 
riage subject, but you are leaving much out of your 
thought. You are placing before yourself what you 
want, and what you would choose, but may I ask you 
how you know these things which you, enumerate 
would give you the coveted happiness? God knows 
you better than you know yourself, and he has for 
you the highest gifts, but you must choose his way, 
and his will, and his thought for you. He will not 
be confined to human thinking, or tied to your thought 
for yourself, and answer your prayer according to 
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the dictates ef your mind. He knows, and you must 
let him work out his sovereign will in your life, and 
show you the marvelous and mysterious things which 
he can and will “bring to pass,” if your life is in his 
keeping. If God is choosing for you to suffer his 
will, remember his own Son learned obedience through 
the things which he suffered. There is a glory height 
of experience, where you will rather be denied your 
own wishes, when you have the confidence in him, that 
he will send to you only the things which “work for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
You see God sees from the beginning to the end, and 
does not try to satisfy you just for the present day, 
but is preparing you for an eternity with him, and 
te must trust him to do this work in his own way. 

ou, know, if you have been reading these columns, 
how sympathetic I am with the thought of woman 
marrying, but I would never encourage anyone to put his 
or her choice and wisdom against that of our Father. 
Learn to be content even in the business world, if 
God wants you there “And be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 

Through your Lord, you must overcome this dis- 
Satisfaction with your lot, for you are not in the con- 
dition where God can work for you. Let your will 
be swallowed up in his, and whether you are to go on 
in your present experience or not, let the Lord know 
you are ready for him to have his way in your life, and 
you will glorify him by your life, and give up all 
thought of having your own way and being where 
you have dreamed you want to be. God will lead you 
there if that is for the best, but he will deny it, if 
it is not for your good. Never mind your age; forget 
that, and move out in his love, and under his guidance, 
until your face will shine with the reflected image 
which is hid within. 

No, I would not stop praying for this desire, but I 
would wrap it so deep in his will that I would let 
my Father know that his wish for me was paramount 
to every desire or thought I could possibly have, and 
that my love for him was the deepest thought of my 
life! Trust him to “direct your path,” and give all 
anxious thought over into his keeping. Take the 
oe pe chapter of Philippians, and absorb verses 11 
and 19. 
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A Scripture Memorizing Contest - 4 








By Mrs. Verner G. Early 
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Additional suggestions for memory work both in the home and in the Sunday-school will be found in ‘‘Bible 


Alphabets and Memory Wo 


** a booklet compiled by Alan S. Pearce. It may be had from The Sunday 


School Times Company, Philadelphia, 25 cents a copy, or $2.50 a dozen, plus 10 percent for postage. 


SCRIPTURE contest that might be of interest 

to all organized classes was held in the Inter- 
mediate Department, First Baptist Church, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. Because it has proven both profitable 
and helpful, spiritually and mentally, I pass it on to 
interested Sunday-school classes. 

The entire Intermediate Department entered in this 
most exciting and interesting contest. Beginning with 
the first Sunday, the Intermediate girls of the first 
year contested against the Intermediate boys of the 
same grade,— those who were thirteen years of age. 

The. boys stationed themselves on one side of the 
platform facing the. audience, with the girls on the 
other. The teacher in charge opened a song book and 
gave each boy and girl leading the line a chance to 
name the page of the open book; the one naming a 
number closest to the open page started the contest. 
This one then had a chance to say all the Scripture he 
or she could think of at that particular time, giving 
also the exact location of the Scripture recited. Ten 
points were allowed for the recitation of an entire 
chapter, with two points for location. Two points 


were allowed for a single verse of Scripture, and two be 


points extra for being able to give the location. As 


-each member reached a place where he or she could 


not remember a verse, the opportunity was given to a 
boy or girl next in line,— first a boy, then:a girl, alter- 
nating on down the line. 

After each boy and girl on both sides had a chance 
to say all the Scripture he or she could think of, the 
girl leading started the contest a second time, having 
had time to think over other Scripture verses. No boy 
or girl was allowed o repeat any verse or chapter that 
had been said before. All Scripture must be recited 
only once. Thus it behooved the boy or girl who knew 
much Scripture to: endeavor to reach the beginning of 
the line when the contest was called, and it gave all 
contestants an opportunity to listen attentively, so as 
to be able when the second turn came to produce some 
verse or chapter which had not already been used. 
However, when any boy or girl failed to say a verse 


when his or her turn came, this one sat down with the 
audience, 


The leader of the contest previously selected two 
teachers to be ready to report any error in location 
or any repetition of the Scripture given; also two 
teachers to count the points. Of course, each teacher 
and pupil in the entire department watched with open 
Bibles and keen interest; and it was surprising how 
well prepared the pupils were, and how anxious they 
were for their side to win. 

The first Sunday the first grade pupils showed a 
count of 78 for the girls, with 97 for the boys. The 
second Sunday the count showed a 102 for the boys, 
with 126 in favor of the girls. The third year classes 
are preparing for the third Sunday, and the fourth year 
boys are planning to capture all honors and break all 
records, 

To prove that their interest is one of real interest 
and ambition to win_I will give you their plan of 
working together. One boy has learned the entire 

chapters of the Sermon on the Mount. He ex- 
pects to lead and give one chapter only, leaving the 
others for the second and third time around. Unless 
the leading girl claims the right to begin the contest, 
will repeat the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Command- 
ments, the shortest verse in the Bible, the shortest 
Psalm in the Bible, and all the verses of the first 
chapter of Genesis, which read, “And the evening and 
the morning were the second day,” and so on,-- ‘This 
class of energetic boys have been studying and planning 
the duty of each member for two weeks or more, and 
Sunday afternoons have found them, net attending 
ball games, or auto riding, but memorizing Bible 
verses. How do I know? My boy is one of the 
bunch. ] 

The interest is tense, the boys seemingly claiming 
the most points, but the girls staying on the floor the 
longest. However, we are expecting the banner day 
when the fourth grade boys and girls take the floor. | 
This age of sixteen and older are either over am-. 
bitious to win or too bashful to recite. The teachers: 
are wondering also what surprise the girls will pull ; 
off on the boys. In all, it is a most pleasing, helpful, ' 
interesting, and exciting contest. Try it. 

OxLaHoMA City, OKLA, 


Lesson for September 5 
Exodus 33 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 5. THE. TENT OF MEETING 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 33 
Golden Text.—Jehovah spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.—Exod. 33 : 1% 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


N IMPORTANT matter falls to be discussed 
here, The destructive critics, as is well known, 


“suppose “that the Book of . Exodus -was writter ~ 


not by Moses, but by, at least, three writers. The 
names of these writers are confessediy unknown, and 
ae are therefore designated by the symbolic letters 
J, E, and P. For the purpose of this lesson I need not 
burden the teacher with any of the detailed analyses 
of the book which have been attempted. But the point 
to which I wish to direct attention is that the refer- 
ence to the tabernacle here is thought by such critics 
to be inconsistent with the references in chapters -25, 
31, 36, and 40. Chapter 33: 7-10 is attributed to J E. 
J is supposed to have written in Judah, about the time 
of King Jehoahaz, 850 B. C. E is supposed to have 
written in Ephraim about the time of King Hoshea, 
about 750 B, C. J is supposed to have been combined 
with E, thus forming JE, in Judah about the time of 
King Josiah, around 650 B. C. The P writer to whom 
is attributed the description of the tabernacle proper 
is supposed to have lived about 500 B. C., or during 
the exile in Babylon. Obviously, if these suppositions 
are even plausibly true, they make Exodus and the 
rest of the Pentateuch quite unhistorical. We cannot 
now examine all the evidence. This has often been 
done. The student who desires to investigate further 
is urged to procure some of the books on the subject 
which can be obtained from The Sunday School Times 
lists. It is a matter of great importance. For many 
Christians and even Christian workers are being subtly 
affected by such theories as these today. They have 
not examined these theories because they have had no 
Opportunity, or they are afraid, or they are too lazy. 
And the suspicion is allowed to remain in their minds 
and more or less paralyzes their work for God. 

My present purpose is quite a simple one. It is to 
examine whether the tent in our lesson is a substitute 
for the elaborate tabernacle of the following chapters. 
The late Dr. Driver, one of the more moderate of the 
English destructive critics, wrote: “It seems impossible 
to escape the conclusion that the Pentateuch . contains 
two different representations of the tent of meeting.” 
The difference between the two representations may 
be summed up thus: 


1. A simple tent. An elaborate struc- 
ture. 

In the center. 
Carried by a large 


number of Levites. 


The answer to this kind of criticism is that these 
three particulars refer not to two different representa- 
tions of the same tent, but to two different tents. The 
passage in Exodus belongs to the time before the taber- 
nacle proper had been made. This tent was certainly 
a much simpler one, which on this occasion was pitched 
outside the camp. The interval between the time when 
Ged began to give Moses instructions for the making 
of the tabernacle was considerable. It covered about 
seven. months (cf. Exod. 19:1 with 40:17), and there 
seems to be nothing unlikely in the statement that dur- 
ing this period a temporary meeting place was pro- 
vided. But the simplicity of this preliminary tent of 
meeting has probably been very much exaggerated. 
Some destructive critics assert that it was an ordinary 
nomad tent which Moses could himself earry and pitch 
without the.camp. It may suffice to remark that not 
even ordinary nomad-tents are so easily handled as 
that. Tents of Arab sheiks are usually much more 
elaborate affairs. But at the same time there is no 
reason to doubt that this preliminary tent of meeting 
was very much smaller and simpler than the one which 
was ‘ultimately to be erected. Another alleges a dis- 
crepancy between the statement by the Ephraimite 
writer that the Ephraimite Joshua has the curtain of 
the tent and the P or priestly writer that the Levites 
undertook that duty. As to this it is sufficient to ob- 
serve that it is nowhere said that Joshua acted as 
guardian of the tent, nor that he was the only person 
occupied at the tent. 


The Historical Setting 


The events of this week’s lesson follow quickly after 
the worship of the golden calf and the consequent 
vengeance upon the maddened and delirious people. 
The words “broken loose” (Exod. 32:25) express a 
vast outbreak of wild excitement and lust. 

In response to Moses’ earnest intercession, God 
spares Israel. The people submit humbly and for the 
moment obediently strip themselves of their orna- 


2. Outside the camp. 
3. Carried by Joshua only. 





Devotional Reading: Psalm 5: 1-7. 

Prmary Topic: God’s House in the Wilderness. 
Lesson Material: Exodus 33 : 7-16. 4 
Memory Verse; My presence shall go with thee.—Exodus 


Hea 
Junior Tonic : Moses Worships in God’s House. 
Lesson Material; Exodus 33: 7-16. 
Memory Verse: Exodus 33: 14. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Friendship with God. 
Topie for Young People and Adults: Communien with God. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 7-16 


7 New Moses used to take the tent and pitch it without 
the camp, afar off from the camp; and he called it, The 
tent. ef meeting. And it came to pass, that every onegthat 
sought Jehovah went out unto the tent of meeting, which 


‘ was without the camp. & And it came ‘to pass, when Moses 


went out unto the Tent, that all the people rose up, and 
stood, every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, 
until he was gone into the Tent. 9 And it came to pass, 
when Moses entered inte the Tent, the pillar of cloud de- 
scended, and stood at the door of the Tent: and Jehovah 
spake with Moses. 16 And all the people saw the pillar of 
cloud stand at the door of the Tent: and all the people 
rose up and worshipped, everyman at his tent door. 11 
And Jehovah spake unto Moses face to face, as a man 
speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the 
camp: but his minister Joshua, the son of Nun, a young 
man, departed not out of the Tent. 


12 And Moses said unto Jehovah, See, thou sayest unto 
me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know 
1whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I 
know thee by name, and thou hast also found favor in my 
sight. 13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found favor 
in thy sight, show me now thy ways, that I may know thee, 
to the end that I may find favor in thy sight: and con- 
sider that this nation is thy people. 14 And he said, My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 15 
And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, 
carry us not up hence. 16 For wherein now shall it be 
known that I have found favor in thy sight, I and thy 
people? is it not in that thou goest with us, so that we are 
separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth? 


210Or, him whom. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ments (33:6). And to mark the reality of God’s dis- 
pleasure Moses pitched this tent of meeting without 
the camp. Israel needs to be taught that the spiritual 
problem which exists for God and for them is: How 
can a holy God dwell in the midst of an unholy peo- 
ple? The answer toethe problem is the Book of Leviti- 
cus. The same problem exists for us today. And 
the answer to it is the presence of God himself in 
the person of the Holy Ghost indwelling believer and 
Church. 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 7.—Used to take. This is an interpretation 
rather than a translation. The Hebrew future, or im- 
perfect tense, is used sometimes in the description of 
past events. In such cases it is nascent, or frequenta- 
tive. In the former case it is used in narrative for 
vividness. It is then equivalent to the English his- 
torical present. In the latter it is, of course, equiva- 
ent to the English imperfect. Dr. Driver says, “In 
which of these senses it is on each occasion to be 
understood, is left to the intelligence of the reader 
to determine.” There is nothing in the narrative to 
show that the revised rendering “used to take” is cor- 
rect. It is a pity that no hint is given by marginal 
note or otherwise of any uncertainty in this transla- 
tion. Pitched it, not necessarily with his own hands 
any more than the tabernacle itself (40:18). What 
is done by a man’s orders is regarded as being done by 
him. Afar off from the camp. There were*two rea- 
sons for this. 1. Moses desired to lead the people to a 
fuller recognition of the separation which their sin 
had brought between themselves and God, that their 
penitence might be deepened. 2. He wished to provide 


such means of intercourse with Jehovah as would both 


awaken in the hearts of the people a longing for the 
renewal of the covenant, and also render such a re- 
newal and restoration possible. Every one that sought 
Jehovah. They were compelled to take sides openly 
in the sight of all the congregation. So open loyalty 
to Christ is always involved im saving faith. “With 
the ae confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 
10:10). 

Verse 8—When Moses went out. Probably on some 
special occasions. What intercession services must 
have been held at that time! How Moses must have 
pleaded with God on behalf of the people! There is 
a lesson here for us Sunday-school teachers: It is 
not merely the instruction, but the prayer behind the 
instruction that counts. And that depends on the life. 
We are not told of any express command given to 


Moses to arrange this tent of meeting., It seems to 
have been the outcome of Moses’ own thought. There 
would be a.double fear in his mind; the fear of again 
being absent so long from the fickle people, and the 
fear of not meeting with his heavenly Friend. often 
enough. God gives Moses no direction as to how to 
act in this difficulty. So he tries to solve the problem 
by -himself. Note two things here. 1. The language 
which speaks of God’s inspiration and direction is not 
used here. Therefore, when Moses speaks of doing 
things by the command of God we are not to under- 
stand that he simply means that he has prayerfully 
thought things out. That is what a great many people 
understand by inspiration, 2. God ‘did condescend to 
meet his servant in this way. He left Moses to his 
own devices here, just as an earthly father will seek to 
test and train his child. 

Verse 11—Face to face. There is no real incon- 
sistency between this and verse 20: “Thou canst not 
see my face... and live.” In whatever way the reve- 
lation of God was made to Moses it was made in such 
a gracious fashion as not to overwhelm human weak- 
ness. God, who had made Moses, knew just how much 
of the glory the frail vessel could endure. Face to 
face, literally, mouth to mouth. That is to say, that the 
divine communication was made to Moses without any 
kind of intermediary whatever. It seems fairly cer- 
tain that as for us, so for Moses,—the Father re- 
vealed himself through the Son. “No man hath seen 
God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him’ (John 
1:18). Turned again. It would seem that the 
anxious vigilance of Moses caused him to pass to and 
fro between tent and camp. This also is an apt illus- 
tration of the life of the Christian; first into the place 
of meeting with God, then out to the duties of the 
busy world. 


Verse 12.—Notice in this and the following verses 
how Moses in holy intimacy dares to argue with God. 
How God must have encouraged his servant thus to 
come to close quarters with him! How much Moses 
had learned of the mind of God! Are we learning to 
say we have the mind of Christ? (1 Cor. 2:16.) 
know thee by name. The name in the Bible as in all 
ancient usage is not a mere appellation, but a descrip- 
tion. In the present case it means that God recognizes 
and encourages Moses as his servant commissioned to 
bring out Israel from Egypt. 


Verse 13:—Thy ways. Do not leave me in uncer- 
tainty as to thy intentions concerning Israel. God’s 
way is his method of dealing with people and things. 
The problem for Moses was, What is God going to 
do with this people? And who is going to be the guide 
to Canaan? 

Verse 14.—God’s answering promise is, My pres- 
ence shall go with thee. After Israel’s sin in the mat- 
ter of the calf, God had said, “I will not go up in 
the midst of thee” (v. 3). This is changed at the 
pleading of Moses. It reminds us in its intensity and 
earnestness of the Lord Jesus himself, “I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:32). “He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7: 25). 

Verse 16.—Thou goest with us, that is, if thou wilt 
lead this people up to Canaan, consider that thou must 
acknowledge thyself as their God before the eyes of 
other nations: For the prayer compare 1 John 5: ¥6. 


The Homiletical Form 
1. Moses with God for man. 
2. Moses with man for God. 


The Topical Values 
1. Sin separates man from God. 
2. Moses a type of Jesus, the Friend of sinners. 


The Practical Aim 


To emphasize the connection between prayer and 
work must be the chief aim of the teacher in this les- 
son, both for himself and for his. scholars. Some young 
Christians are in danger of wanting to get away with 
God and neglect their duties in the world. Others 
are in danger of being so busy in the everyday life 
that they Save no time for thought and prayer. Only 
fellowship with God makes worth-while work possible. 
Fellowship without work means sentimentality or cow- 
ardice. Work without fellowship means presumption. 


TuN3RIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
3 


Why isn’t my church a success and a Wessing as 
it ought to be? You may be he'ped by “Kanamori’s 
Life-Story,’ which gives the secret of success in 
soul-winning. (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $1; postage, 10 cents.) 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have- you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OMPARE the tent of meeting with the one for “which 
God had given Moses the pattern in the mount, 

2. How do we know that the tent of meeting was not the 
same as the tabernacle? 

3. Was this tent of meeting the first appointed place for 
prayer in the Hebrew economy? 

4.In what way did this tent foreshadow the holy of 
holies in both the tabernacle and the temple? 

5s. What may have been the reason for Joshua’s constant 
presence in the tent of meeting? 

6. Until what event did the glory cloud, ifidicating God’s 
Presence, appear in the places of worship dedicated to Je- 
hovah’s worship? 

y. To which prayer of Moses was this week’s Memory 
Verse the answer? 


8. What was the burden of Moses’ prayer in this tent of 
meeting and what would be the result of it in the lives 
of those people? . 


9. How could a holy’ God maintain communion with an 
unholy people? 


10. To whom besides Moses is friendship with God predi- 
cated? 


11. Name others in the Bible distinguished for their work 
of intercession. 


12. What did our Lord say bearing qn the necessity of 
such a place of meeting? 


13. Where is the tent of meeting in Christianity? 


14. What other “tent of meetimg” exists for Christians 
now? Who is the Intercessor in this “tent of meeting,” 
and where and when did he find his “tent of meeting”? 


1s. What interest had God in the tabernacle? 

16. What interest had the Israelites in the tabernacle? 
17. What interest has the world in the Church? 

18 What interest has the Devil in the Church? 

19. What interest have you in the Church? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
Week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God With Us.—And it came to pass, when Moses 
entered into the Tent, the pillar of cloud descénded, and 
stood at the door of the Tent: and Jehovah spake with 
Moses (v. 9). What a thrill must have gone through 
the camp when “the pillar of cloud descended”! The 
scene fires one’s imagination. If that cloud was any- 
thing like some we see at sunset in the West, what 
an overwhelming occasion it must have been when 
the King of kings “stood at the door,” clad in his 
royal robes! A King who had come to receive the 
requests of his chosen people whom he loved. Moses 
successors, you may remember, could come into the 
“holy of holies” only at long intervals (Lev. 16: 34). 
How splendidly different is our Tent of Meeting! The 
cloud does not now come down and stand at the door. 
It never leaves the door. God is always at our hand. 
Since the marvel of radio, better than any other gen- 
eration, we can understand how God is here with us 
(Matt. 1:23). The other day I went to call upon a 
little lady friend. In the parlor there was what I 
thought an ordinary black dress suit case. The little 
lady turned the “suit case” on end, and behold, a 
complete ,radio outfit, antennae and all. By turning 
a knob or two the room was found to be full of intelli- 
gence and music in the regular radio manner now 
so familiar. Everybody who might be present. could 
hear it and understand it. Indeed, one has but to 
have a powerful enough apparatus to discover there 
is intelligence and song from far-off London and Paris 
and Berlin right in the room with us. Yes, and we 
also know that God isgin the room even more easily, 
without any great broadcasting outfit. Mother was 
hitting the thing correctly when she used to impress 
wpon us that God saw us-and heard us and was with 
ws all the time.” We sue enough have our Tent of 
Meeting® with God at the door all the time. Jesus 
the Son has made him known unto us. 

“That Tired Feeling.” —And he said, My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest (v. 14). 
Have you ever been: “dead tired”? Tired in both body 
and mind? Tired in spirit and in imagination? The 
world is full of tired men and women. Tomorrow’s 
mewspaper will have notice of some who were “tired 
of life” and ended it all. The present generation is 
“going it” so hard that tiredness has become chronic. 
I am sitting here at Atlantic City writing this note 
on a winter day in spring. The hotels are packed 
with guests. I have been sizing them up. They all 
have “that tired look.” And I am one of them myself. 
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I am tired. The home folks said, “Run down to At- 
lantic City, a little salt air will do you good.” Mebbe 
so. But to know I do not have to get up until I am 
good and ready beats the salt breezes all to pieces, I 
am thinking. For many years we have been working 


» away. with our noses to the grindstone — we old busi- 


ness and professional men who are sitting around the 
lobby. (“exchange,” they call it here) in a “big loaf,” 
‘and here we are all tired and hunting rest. Well, the 
God who made us knew all about it and he has ar- 
ranged it so we can have rest whenever we want it. 
In the vestibule of the Fifth Averue Presbyterian 
Church in New York is a tablet to the memory of 
Dr. John Hail, long the beloved pastor of the church. 
After the usual tribute are these words: “There re- 
maineth therefore a rest to the people of God” (Heb. 
4:9). People chuckle at the unccnscious humor of 
the inopportune quotation for a preacher, but the fact 
remains just the same that God puts us here for work 
both of head and hands and has arranged later for 
the sweetness of rest. For a good rest is one of the 
sweetest things on earth. “My presence shall go with 
thee, and I will give thee rest,” is Heaven’s promise 
to all of us. When thee Loved One comes the tired 
one says, “I am rested now.” ‘ True love is always 
a — anodyne. And “God is love’ (See Matt. 
11: 28). 

The ‘Restraining Influence.—Is it not in that thou 
goest with us, so that we are separated, I and thy 
people? (v. 16.) “I£God-be for us, who can be against 
us?” was as well known to Moses as the centuries 
have demonstrated to the rest of us. Some women 
in Philadelphia have ~just been having a debate on 
“Flappers.” @ woman contends the dangerous 
“flapper” is the forty-year-old one and not the twenty- 
year-young one. “Only in extreme cases do the young 
flappers jump over the traces because they have the 
restrainmg influence of their par2nts.” But the old 
flappers with no restraint usually “go the limit.” Sani- 
tariums today are filled with old flappers, “nervous 
wrecks from cigarettes.” “Restraining influence” is 
what all the children of men need. With no “restrain- 
ing influence” the end is disaster —often the sani- 
tarium or madhouse. When God goes with a ‘nan or 
a people, he is that “restraining influence.” When 
revolutionary France became atheistic she set up the 
guillotine and worked it overtime. When revolution- 
ary Russia became atheistic she set up the Cheka and 
it has been shooting day and night. Godless men 
cheat, rob, and kifl—especially kill, In African 
heathenism it has been dog eat dog; in business 
heathendom it is dog eat dog also,—no “re- 
straining influence.” It was only in the times when 
Israel deliberately parted company with God that 
death stalked in Israel and harps were hung upon 
Babylonian willows. This is what will happen in 
America if some of the folks we all know should 
succeed in cutting loose from God by kicking out his 
day. and all the things that go with his day, such as 
reverence, self-respect, and sobriety of thought, seri- 
ousness, high thinking, child training, and peace. When 
1 Thessalonians 4: 17 works out and all us “Puritanical 
Church folks” are gone, no one will kick against the 
tribulation conditions harder than the Sunday Kickers! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe or CoMparRtson.—Traiw pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











Bron tent of meeiing or tabernacle of assemify had 
one characteristic which presumably has persisted 
threugh the years as a characteristic of places of re- 
ligious assemblage, namely, it was a place where the 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Quarter 
1. July 4.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt..........Bxodus 1: 1-14 
2. July 11.—Childhood and Education of Moses 
Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7 : 22 
July 18—The Cali of Moses........Exodus 2:11 to 4:18 
July 25.—The Passover.........esee- Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 
August 1.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea 
‘ Exodus 13 : 17-22; 14 : 10-16 
August 8—The Giving of the Manna....Exodus 16 : 1-36 
August 15.—Jethro’s Wise Counsel...... Exodus 18 : 1-27 
August 22—The Ten Commandments: Duties to God 
Exodus 19:1 to 20:11 
9. August 29.—The Ten Commandments: Duties to Man 
Exodus 20 : 12-21 
1¢. September 5.—The Tent of Meeting............ Exodus 33 
11. September 12.—Giits for the Tabernacle 


PUA wey 


Exodus 35 :4 to 36:7 : 


12. September 19.—Obedience to Law. (Temperance 
EMGGO): sd caceateteai inakatineten eee Py - Leviticus 26 
13. September 26.—Review: Early Leaders of Israel 
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divine and the human came into contact. And yet we 
know that it must be true, since there are so many false 
religions extant, that in many cases this can be but .a 
supposed contaet, for the true God will not be found 
of those who seek falsely and wrongly for divine com- 
munion. Nor indeed is he always found of those who 
segk for him even in places dedicated to his worship. 
In the case of Israel this tabernacle differs from the 
one later designated for God’s service in that this was 
located not in the midst of the camp but without, and 
there is no record that its building and contents. were 
specially designed and designated by the Lord. In 
both cases the presence of the Lord was manifested 
by a cloud, but it seems to have come to the door of 
the tent of meeting after Moses had entered, but pre- 
vented his entering when the later tabernacle was. set 


p. 

Another sacred meeting place for Israel’ was the 
temple of Solomon which was also filled at its dedica- 
tion with the glory of the Lord. Like the tabernacle 
it was constructed in three divisions and the ark was 
placed in the holy of holies. Other temples followed, 
and on the site today is a Mohammedan ‘mosque, but 
the cloud of glory did not sanctify their dedication, 
Whether or not-this meant that Jehovah was indfffer- 
ent to their building, we do know that while Herod's 
temple stood, there came the Christ who declared that 
not at Jerusalem nor in the mountain of Samaria was 
God confined for worship, but that the true wershiper 
of the Father must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
And since the body of the believer is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, then the tent of meeting has a new mean- 
ing to those who are redeemed in Christ. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditiens of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaffet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations -are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 





For the lesson of December 109, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 8:20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


The Joy of His Presence.—Jehovah spake unto 
Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend 
(Golden Text). The Rev. Mr. Young was one stormy 
day visiting one of his people, an old man, who lived 
in great poverty in a lonely cottage, a few miles from 
Jedburgh. He found him sitting with the Bible open 
on his knees, but in outward circumstances of great 
discomfort, the snow drifting through the roof and 
under the door, and scarce any fire on the héarth. 
“What are you about today, John?” was Mr. Young’s 
question on entering. “Ah, sir,” said the happy saint, 
“I’m sitting under His shadow, wi great delight.”— 
From the Christian Treasury. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Redruth, Eng. 


Nothing Between.—Jchovah spake unto Moses face— 


to face, as a@ man speaketh unto his friend (Golden 
Text). One of the friends of the immortal Bengel 
was traveling and spent all night at Bengel’s house. 
The great commentator was very busy with his Bible, 
and worked until nearly midnight. But the friend still 
waited. He knew the rich Christian character of the 
scholar, and wished toghear his evening prayer. At 
length the books were put on one side; Bengel arose 
and knelt down beside his chair. He had been study- 
ing the words of Christ, and he knew that the blessed 
Master was near him all the time. So now there was 
no lengthened supplication. Sweetly and simply the 
words of the scholar rose to» Heaven, “Lord Jesus, 


things are just the same between us,” and then he laid | 


himself: down to rest. He spoke to his Lord “as a 
man speaketh, to his friend.”—From Culture of the 
Christian Heart. Sent by the Rev. J. E. Williamson, 
Nottingham, Eng. 

At Home in Heaven.—Jehovah spake unto Moses 
face to face, as a man speakethunto his friend (Golden 
Text). A missionary said of another Christian worker, 
“He'll be the most ‘at home’ man in Heaven of any 
man I know.” “Why is that?” asked a friend. “Well, 
he is on such intimate terms with God here that when 
he gets’ to Heaven it won’t make very much difference.” 
So it does seem with some consecrated souls. And 
when we are thus at home with God we may share 
Heaven’s atmosphere with every one else—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. W. T. Newsome, 
Milton, Mass. Prize illustration. 

Whom She Went to Hear.—That sought Jehovah 
(v. 7). A certain lady had gone to the Communion in 
a Scottish church, and had greatly enjoyed the serv- 
ice. When she reached her home she inquired who 
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Lesson for September § 
Exodus 33 


the preacher was, and she was told it was 
Mr. Ebenezer Erskine. The lady said 
she would go again, the next Sabbath, to 
hear him. She went, but was not profited 
in the least. The sermon did not seem 
to have any unction or power about it. 
She went to Mr. Erskine, and told him 
of her experience at the two services. 
“Ah, madam,” said he, “the first Sabbath 
you came to meet the Lord Jesus, and you 
had a blessing; but the second Sabbath 
you came to hear Ebenezer Erskine, and 
you had no blessing, and had no right 
to expect any.” —From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. 


A Church on Fire.—And all the peo- 
ple saw the pillar of cloud stand at the 
door of the Tent (v. 10). At one fime 
the Moody Church in Chicago was on 
fire and threatened with destruction. A 
student in the Institute building adjacent 
attempted to awaken her roommate. “Get 
up,” she said, “the Moody Church is on 
fire.” “That’s nothing,” said the drowsy 
student. “It’s always on fire.” What a 
testimony for a church. But is it not the 
testimony every church should command? 
—From the Wonderful Word. Sent by 
Jennie E. Hussey, Henniker, N. H. 


In the Secret of His Presence.—My 
presence shall go with thee (v. 14). Mr. 
Dan Crawford said: Not long ago I 
came across a hunter, and we began the 
process that you call “swapping yarns.” He 
had been. in Africa, and of course trotted 
out a lion. I trotted out twelve I had 
tackled. He trotted out his elephant story, 
and I trotted out a few of mine. Most 
men have a little phrase, a littie charac- 
teristic trick, that gives the game away. 
His little phrase was “presence of mind,” 
and mine was “the presence of God.” 
Let me put it fair and square. You are 
jaded and tired, and done out, and you 
dump down on some grass. And just 
as you dump down out shoots a big snake 
or a leopard. Now, you could not pos- 
sibly have searched for that snake. No 
amount of mere mediocre “presence of 
mind” could have averted that contin- 
gency, but—pblessed be His name! — 
there is such a thing as the “presence of 
God.”—From the Christian Age. Sent by 
Mrs. M, Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Fourth Man.—My presence shall 
go with thee (v. 14). We who believe 
that the Creator of the world still rules 
and guides our lives as we pass through 
it remember with a thrill just now the 
words of Shackleton as he recalled a 
march with two of his man in Georgia: 
“When I look back,” he said, “I have 
no doubt that Providence guided us, not 
only across those snowfields, but across 
the storm-white sea. I know that during 
that long and racking march of thirty- 
six hours over the unnamed mountains 
and glaciers of South Georgia it seemed 
to me often that we were four, not three. 
I said nothing to my companions on the 
point, but afterward Worsley said to me, 
‘Boss, I had a curious feeling on that 
march that there was another person with 
us.’ "—From the Children’s Newspaper. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard ' 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, as 
unto Moses thou didst speak thy clear word, 
so unto us today, we pray thee, through thy 
written Word, may we hear thy clear mes- 
sage, and obey. How greatly we need thy 
presence at this hour that we may under- 
stand the depth of the riches of thy Word! 
How greatly we need thy presence, day by 
day, in the midst of the problems that we 
must meet in the home, in business, in school, 
among our companions, or wherever we are. 
Our hearts cry out to thee today that we may 
not go anywhere or enter into any relation- 
ships where thy presence may not go with us. 
May this hour be received by us as a meet- 
ing with thee. Speak to us, we pray thee, 
whatever message of warning or comfort we 
may need. Grant that this may be a day of 
spiritual blessing in our school. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—yYears. ago, out 
from the center of a large family circle, 
a man of God was called home to be 
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with his Lord. He had rendered world- 
wide service during long years of dis- 
tinguished work for the Lord. A year 
or so before his death, at the time of a 
family gathering, he and others in the 
family had spoken into a phonograph, and 
the record of his beloved voice had been 
carefully kept. In that same family, 
from time to time when the sons and 
daughters.met together, that phonograph 
cylinder was brought out, and the father’s 
loving voice was heard once ore in just 
the ‘tones that he had used. It was al- 
most exactly as though he were speaking 
right there in the room. Wonderful, 
wasn’t it? But how much more wonder- 
ful it is to realize that we have, in the 
Bible, God’s own speaking plainiy re- 
corded, and that what he said to Moses 
is for us, even in our day to hear and 
to heed. _Wherever God is speaking to 
us is a tent of meeting. Would you like 
to hear what he has to say to you? You 
can. You can turn to his Word at any. 
time. He is speaking. Do we realize the 
wonder of it, and how utterly empty life 
would be without that Word from him? 
Let us listen while he speaks at any mo- 
ment of the day or night, and heed what 
he may say to us. ' Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“When his face I see.” 
“Sweet hour of prayer.” 
“When I see my Saviour.” 
“Saved by grace.” 

“I walk with the King.” 
“My Lord and I.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“My Soul is Longing” (166 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 84 : 1-5. 
“With the Morning Light” (11 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 5 : 1-8, 11, 12. 
“Before Thy Mercy Seat” (62 : 2-4). 
Psalm 28 : 1-9. 


“Let Us Worship” (189: 1-3). Psalm 95 : 1-7. 





For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET one of the children point out Mt. 

Sinai on the travel map and talk with 
the class about some of the great events 
that took place while they were encamped 
there. After that never-to-be-forgotten 
time when the people saw the Mount al- 
together on fire and heard the trumpet 
voice uttering God’s holy commandments, 
God told Moses how ail these laws should 
be kept, and how the people should wor- 
ship in the land to which he was bring- 
ing them. He also gave them promise 
of certain victory over their enemies, 
Moses told the people all the words of 
this law, and they promised to de all 
that the Lord had commanded them, Then 
Moses built. an altar, and the people of- 
fered sacrifices on the altar, Moses 
sprinkled half of the blood upon the al- 
tar and half upon the people. This was 
to make sure the covenant, and help the 
people to remember. 

Tell the children. about thé Lord’s in- 
viting Moses to spend a while with him 
in the Mount, and how he talked with 
Moses in a close, friendly way. One 
thing he talked about was a’ beautiful 
tent home, which the péople were to make 
for God, with a precious Mercy Seat, 
where he would meet with Moses, and 
talk with him about the needs of the 
people. He gave a pattern for every- 
thing about this tent, and told Moses 
how everything was to be made, and how 
the people were to worship him Then 
God gave Moses two tables of. stone to 
carry home with him, on which God had 
written the law with his own fingers. We 
are sure that Moses never forgot this 
visit with God in the Mount. But it had 
a very sad ending, and God told Moses 
to hasten home, as the people had already 
broken the law. Let the children tell 
about the golden calf, and ask them which 
commands the people broke. 

This was a dreadful sin. God had 
cared for the people so lovingly, and in 
every way had showed himself greater 
than all the gods of Egypt. Now he was 
very angry with the people and spoke 
of destroying them, but Moses prayed for 
them, and reminded him of his promise 
to their fathers. God listened to Moses, 
and forgave them, but said that he would 
not travel with them any more. Then 
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the people themselves became sorry for 
their sin, and Moses kept on praying for 
God to go with them again. God was not 
annoyed by Moses’ continued prayer. We 
believe that it pleased him well, for he 
answered in the beautiful promise we 
have for our Memory Verse, “My pres- 
ence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest.” Then God said to this frien 
“Thou hast found grace in my sight, an 
I know thee by name.” 

It would take the people a long timé 
to gather the material and make the beau- 
tiful tent for which God had given Moses 
the pattern. So Moses pitched a tent 
far from the camp of the people, and 
called it the “tent of meeting,” because 
the people could go there and meet God. 
Here the people could see the cloud chare 
jot, and they knew that their God was 
still with them. Here he talked with 
Moses as he had talked with him in 
the Mount. 

After this the Lord invited Moses to 
visit him again in the Mount, He told 
him to cut two tables of stone like 
the ones that were broken, and that he 
would write his law again on these new 
tables. This meant that he would give 
his people another chance. During this 
visit, God told Moses his own wonder- 
ful name. Read Exodus 34: 5-7. Moses 
spent another period of forty’ days and 
rights with the Lord, and when he went 
down to his people his face shone with 
the glory of the Lord with whom he had 
talked so long. 

Sing, “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May 
Speak.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Dd 
Say, Fellows— 
\Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Why a Tabernacle? 
‘Discussion: Name the things that keep 
a fellow away from church, and ask in 
each case if justified. 


; Objective: Loyalty to the church serv- 
ice. 











SY fellows, it is an impressive- fact 
that when God gave the law to his 
people he at once gave instructions to set 
up the tabernacle, for which the “tent of 
meeting” was a substitute until the taber- 
nacle could be prepared. He told Moses 
what furniture to put in it and how to 
arrange it. God said he wanted to meet 
his people in that tent. God could thus 
“localize” himself to teach the people how 
to worship him in an assembly. 

I heard a fellow say it was not neces- 
sary for him to go to church; he could 
worship God at home, or he could go out 
inte the country and commune with God 
through nature. Well, of course, he could 
worship God in many places besides at 
church. But let’s ask ourselves the ques- 
tion: Can we be real servants of God and 
habitually stay away from the church serv- 
ices? Can it be possible that the services 
of God’s house are for certain people, 
while certain others may wisely stay away 
from them? 

I heard a man who is a high officer in 
the church say that he thought the wor- 
ship service of the church was of secon- 
dary importance; that a man’s first duty 
was to be true to God through acts of 
mercy and kindness to humanity about 
him, not only on Sunday, but every day of 
the week; that if he was faithful in these 
it mattered not so much whether he went 
to church or not. What do you think 
about that, fellows? I think he is mis- _ 
taken, very sadly mistaken. God estab- 
lished his house and the ordinances of 
his worship for a very definite purpose, 
and he promises a peculiar blessing to , 
those who assemble themselves together 
in his name (Matt. 18: 19,20). We are 
warried not to neglect it (Heb. 10: 25). 

My observation of so-called Christians 
who rarely attend church is that they lose 
interest in God and grow sour on matters 
of religion. 

A recent report on church statistics 
showed that the largest percentage of 
absentees from church services appeared 
between the ages of seventeen and twenty- 





five. What is it that causes a fellow to 
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think he can get along without church 
when he arrives at the age of seventeen? 

Here’s another thing to think about. 
God had placed first in the commandments 
himself. His next command prohibited 
the making of idols or worshiping them. 
The Israelites had been dwelling among 
an idolatrous people. They were journey- 
ing to a land where the inhabitants wor- 
shiped idols. God knew it would be hard 
for his people to keep clear of idols. God 
is a spirit, and cannot be seen with the 
natural eye, Idols could be seen and han- 
dled. Therefore, God in his consideration 
for their human way of seeking God, pro- 
vided them a house of worship, with fur- 
niture in it, which they could see and 
handle,— not that they should worship 
these things, but that they by the use of 
them might sense the presence of the in- 
visible 

Maybe you had not thought so, but un- 
doubtedly God can be more real to you if 
you are faithful. to the church service 
method of seeking him. Most loyal fol- 
lowers will tell you they know that by 
their own experience, 

Which brings us to this closing thought 
suggested by the tabernacle: You may be 
sure that will never call you away 
from some a thing, but that he ge 
vides something fine to engage you in its 
scat — nets which . will call into 
play your same aculties that were being 
exercised in that wrong thing. If God 
is anything he is reasonable. He is 
more than reasonable. He called his 

ple away from the worship of idols. 
Fie gave them a service of worship which 
was more than adequate to meet the de- 
mands of their worshiping natures. . 
* Fellows, if alluring diversions are bid- 
ding for your devotion on Sabbath and 
other days, turn you to the sanctuary, and 
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there you will find the things of God 

which will engage your utmost powers 

and tax your capacity for joy. 
GrEENSBoRO, N. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The Hebrews’ “tent of meeting.” 
2. Your “tent of meeting” — with 
whom? 











HE first tent, or tabernacle, for the 
agreed-upon piace for common prayer 
among the Hebrews offers us many sug- 
gestions about the necessity for. such 
united prayer, or the prayers of the in- 
dividual. The simple reading of our les- 
son verses will reveal most of these to 
your girls. Remind them that this taber- 
nacle was not that great one so carefully 
planned by God and built by Moses ant 
the people while they were still in the 
early years of their wilderness journeys. 
This seems to have. been nothing more 
than just what the American Standard 
Version calls it, —a tent, set up for a rec- 
ognized place for prayer for the leader 
when he would talk with God for his 
ple. One is reminded of the “holy of 
olies” into which orly the high priest, 
as the representative of the people, might 
enter, while from without, all the wor- 
shipers watched him enter and plead for 
forgiveness for their sins, They might 
follow him only with their thoughts even 
as all the people in Moses’ day. When 
they saw him go out to this “tent of 
meeting,” they arose and stood each man 
in his own tent door, worshiping there, 
as they knew Moses was pleading for 
them within the appointed place.. 


2. You might ask your girls whether 
any of them knows that her mother or 
father has such a place for prayer — any 
quiet spot about the home to which he 
or she goes to pray for the children for 
whom they are responsible to God, while 
those same children, outside that little 

rayer closet, wait, knowing that prayer 
is being offered to God for them. The 
very homeliness of such a spot, whatever 
it may be, only adds to its sacredness in 
the minds of those children, if any of 
yours are blessed with such an association. 
Tell them of that tenement mother, whose 
numerous little flock so filled all her two 
rooms of house space that she said her 
only place of prayer for them was behind 
her own apron, when, in the midst of her 
clamoring duties, she would pause and 
fling that homely garment up over her 
bowed head and folded hands and plead 
with God for strength to be a good mother 
to those same noisy little folks about her 
feet. Tell them of the “prayer paths” the 
missionaries find, beaten through “the 
bush” about the African villages, by the 
faithful feet of the Christians who go 
outsitle the crowded groups of huts to find 
secret places for prayer in the forest. The 
state of that little foot path is one sign 
recognized as indicative of the spiritual 
welfare of the one whose feet keep it 
beaten out, or leave # to grow up in the 
quick springing grass of the tropics. Ask 
your girls what is the state of their own 
“prayer paths.” Have they any? Is there 
no place for prayer in their lives? Do 
they expect to. meet there the same One 
whom Moses met when he went out to 
his “tent of meeting”? Do they now have 
to go “outside the camp,” as he did, to 
find such a “tent of meeting”? Is not 
Jesus our Saviour our most real “tent of 
meeting” with God? How near to each 
girl is he? As near as she will let him 
come? Is her “prayer path” to him well 


worn? 
Home Study 
What’ places for prayer can you find 


‘in the life of Jesus? Make a list of them 


this week, 
Decatur Ga. 
Pod 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 75 
cents; postage, § cents). 





Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson ot August 29) 

1. It is “the first commandment with prom- 
ise,” it stands midway between the two 
groups, it represents a relationship between 
parent and child analogous to that between 
God and ourselves, 

2. See Ephesians 6:1, 2. 


3. The relations between parent and child, 
and man and God are parallel because (1) 
the child’s life is derived from the parents 
and man’s life is derived from God; (2) all 
the child’s needs are supplied by its parents 
as man’s needs are by God; (3) the parents 
are the teachers of the child as God is of man; 
(4) the parents are the lawgivers for the child 
as God is for man; (5) the ideal relationship 
.between parent and child must ultimately ex- 
press itself in mutual love and confidence, as 
ought that between man and God. 

4. Six. 

5. Only the sixth and the eighth, with the 
seventh: and the ninth under certain condi- 
tions, are punishable by man, in the break- 
ing.. The fourth has a small place still in the 
civil law of some states and cities. 

6, Life, person, property, reputation. 

7. Among all our sins against one another, 
it was .of covetousness that Jesus spoke most 
often, even. classing it as idolatry, loving 
things above God and giving them his first 
place’ in our lives. 

8 He spoke of every one as still binding, 
in spirit as well as action. 

9. The “sermon on the mount” is replete 
with Jesus’ teachings as to the true keeping 
of the commandments, and there is not one 
word of abrogation of them but rather of 
their fulfilling (Matt. chaps. 5 to 7). 

10. The second was first broken, in the mak- 
ing and worshiping of the golden calf. 

11. The fourth seems to be most lightly re- 
garded in our country today. 

12. “I will put my laws into their mind, and 
write them in their hearts” (Heb. 8 : 10). 

13. Psalm 19 : 7-11. 

14. Romans 3: 10. 


15. “Whosoever shall keep the law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (Jas. 
2:10). 

16. The true Christian, though having a 
sense of pardon, will endeavor as sincerely to 
keep the law as though he were to be judged 
thereby. 





| Children at Home 





‘The Shepherd of the Stars 
By William J. May 


ONALD was walking home one star- 

lit night with his friend, the Man- 
Who-Knew-About-Things. They had 
both been quiet for a long time. The 
Man wanted to be quiet that he might 
think and Ronald was quiet becaure he 
was tired. Now the Man-Who-Knew- 
About-Things knew that the best way to 
forget you are tired is to think about 
something else and he knew how tired 
Ronald was. 

“OQ Eager-Heart,” he commenced, and 
Ronald cheered up. The Man’s best 
stories all began in just that fashion, 

“Very, very many years ago, so long 
ago that you grow tired trying to think 
how long ago it was, nearly back in the 
days of Once Upon a Time, an old shep- 
herd man sat beside the camp fire that he 
had lit to guard his flock from the lions 
and the bears that dwelt in the hills. 
There was no other man near him and 
he felt very lonely. Then he looked up 
to the great stars that shone above his 
head and moved so slowly, and began to 
repeat the names of some of them; names 
he had learned from another man who 
often spent all night on the hills watching 
the stars. ‘Arcturus, Orion, and the 
Pleiades,’ he repeated to himself. 

“Then a new thought came to him. 
‘God,’ he said, ‘is the shepherd of the 
stars! He looks after the stars just as 
I look after my sheep, and as I call my 
sheep out in the day time, so he calls his 
stars out in the night.’ The old shepherd 
thought of-God standing in the door of 
some great fold, and calling out the stars 
one by one and setting them each in his 
place. ‘He telleth the number of the 
stars; he calleth them all by their names.’ ” 

Ronald walked ‘along the road, looking 
up at the shining stars and thinking of the 
old shepherd and he forgot how far it 
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was he still had to go before he reached 
home. 

“There was another mah, O Eager 
Heart,” went on the Man-Who-Knew- 
About Things, “who walked beneath the 
stars and had lovely thoughts. . This was 
an Englishman and he did not live such 
a very long time ago. He walked one 
night in the quiet garden of an old Ox- 
ford college. It was winter and the trees 
had been stripped bare. There was no 
sound: anywhere but the sound of his 
footsteps on the fallen leaves and the 
quiet whisper of the river. 

“He looked above him and began to 
watch the stars. He knew much more 
about them than the old shepherd, for 
wise and patient men had been watching 
the stars for centuries. He knew how 
far away they were and how much greater 
many of them were than this earth that 
seems so great to us. Then he remem- 
bered that a friend of his ‘had said that 
if only men were quiet they might be able 
to hear the music of the spheres. 

“Addison stopped and listened. He 
could hear only the water whispering to 
the rushes by the river side; even the 
winds were hushed. Then he began to 
think how great God must be if he is 
able to make them all and keep each one 
in his place. ‘If I could hear their 
music,’ he said, ‘if I could catch the words 
they are singing I am sure they would be 
these: “The hand that made us is di- 
vine.” ’” 

Ronald had almost forgotten that he 
was tired. “Some day, sir, do you think 
we shall be able to listen in and hear what 
the stars are singing?” 2 

‘The Man-Who-Knew-About-Things 
smiled a little. “I wonder,” he said, “I 
wonder. So many wonderful things have 
happened that we may see greater won- 
ders yet. : 

“You see, O Eager Heart,” the Man 
went on, “we know so much more about 
those far-away stars than we used to. 
We know that some of them are so much 
bigger than our sun that the sun is only 
like a Christmas tree candle alongside 
them, and some are so very, very far away 
that their light takes centuries to reach 
us; as if Abraham or Jacob had said 
something and we had only just heard it.” 

Ronald gasped in amazement. “I won- 
der the light had not grown tired travel- 
ing before this,” he exclaimed. The Man 
only laughed. 

“And for all the stars that. you can see, 
there are many, many more that you can- 
not see. There are thousands of stars 
that you could not see even with ‘the 
greatest telescope in the world; but men 
are able to photograph them. And every 
star keeps its own place and its own time. 
Clever men do a few difficult sums and 
then they can tell you exactly where each 
star will be a hundred years from to- 
night. The stars are as sure as that. So 
I think that the old Hebrew shepherd 
was right when he said that God’ was 
the shepherd of the stars, don’t you?” And 
I am sure that the Oxford scholar was 
right who said that if we could hear the 
songs the stars are singing we should 
hear them praising God who created 
them.” 

He broke off. “Theré,” he said, “we 
have topped the hill and shall soon be 
home. . Still tired, Ronald?” | 

“Why, no, sir; I forgot to be tired 
when you began your stories about the 
stars.” 

“Good! Ronald, you remember the 
Meccano set I gave you for your birth- 
day. Suppose some night you went to 
bed and left the parts all se upon the 
table or in their box and When you came 
down: in the morning. you found a: crane 
or a windmill built— what -would you 
say?” ere 

.“Say?” came the quick reply. “TI should 
say that somebody mighty clever had been 
working with my Meccano!” 

“Precisely, and when you look above 
your head and see the stars and know 
their number and their order and all the 
wonder of them, does not that make you 
say that Some One very wise and all- 
mighty has been working with them?” 

They had reached home by this time 
and were quickly indoors, but Ronald had 
learned in a new way of Him “who made 
the stars also.” 


Gosport, ENG, 
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Stony Brook School 


A boy’s college preparatory school that is dis- 
tinctly Christian. aculty of college trained men 
who de intensive work: Small classes. $100,000 
administration building (shown above) just com- 

pieted. Other modern. buildings, including new 
gy ninasium.on-fine large campus. Supervised in- 
door and outdoor sports.. For catalog address 
the Principal. 


Box S, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y 
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THE HARVEST TRULY 










WIS PLENTEOUS|) 


) Traine | NATIVES in.vario us parts of the world 
may be sapported inthe work of God for an. entire 
“year for from.fx5 up to $600. Nothing deducted: 
-trom.your gifts—100@ goes toward. the natives’sup- 
port. Would you so love to “ye your Lord? Will 
P you — about this ? Service Literature en 


Preacher-Co., Box-T; 251 Faismonat id, Ridgewood, N.J 














CHURCH WINDOWS 


MEMORIALS IN STAINED GLASS 
AND -BRONZE . 


Sacobp an lass Company 


BRONZE IMLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St... New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tabies, Hymn Boards,Collection Piates.etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Pst* func 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


The Sanday School Times 


Subscription’ Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five qr more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the’ Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at: the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.2¢ a. year. 


FOREIGN COUMTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will te sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates ptus so eents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday Schoel Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ncent Ay ve., St. Louis, Mo 



































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


491 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 12. What Is the Church and What 
Should It Be Doing? Eph. 2: 17-22; Matt. 
28 : 16-20. 

September 19. Missionary Advance in India. 
Isa. 11:10. (Missionary meeting.) 

September 26. What Work Shall We Plan 
This Year? 1 Cor. 3: 6-17. 

October 3. What Is Education? How Get 
It? How Use It? Rom. 12:1-3; 2 Tim. 
2:15. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, September 5 
Christian Ideals and How to Reach 
Them (Phil. 3 : 12-14; 4:8, 9) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Christian love (1 Bet. 4:8). 
Tues.—Service (Deut. 10 : 12). 
Wed.—Kindness (2 Cor. 6 : 1-10). 
Thurs.—Purity (1 John 3: 3). 
Fri.—Power (Eph. 3-: 14-21). 
Sat.—Unselfishness (Phil. 2; x-1r). 











Tell of one Christian ideal. 
Hew to get power to attain our ideals? 
What other ideals clamor for attention? 


-MAN once had a lovely Chinese 

plaque with curious raised figures 
on it. One day it.was dropped and broken 
through the middle. It was soon mended, 
however, but not long afterward the 
man sent to China for six more of these 
valuable plaques, and to insure an exact 
match, he sent his cracked plate as a 
sample. Some six months later he re- 
ceived six new plates and his cracked one. 
But, to his astonishment, he found that 
the Chinese had so faithfully followed the 
sample that each new plate had a crack 
across the middle. " 

When we take for our ideals anything 
short of that set for us by the Lord Jesus 
Christ we are like the Chinese who imi- 
tated the cracked plate. ‘Only in Him 
are we sure of a perfect example or 
ideal. e 


It wiil help us to understand our Scrip- 
ture portion in Philippians 3: 12-14 if we 
link. with it Romans 8: 29 and 30. In the 
first portion Paul tells the Philippians*that 
he is following Christ that he may appre- 
hend, or grasp, that for which he was ap- 
prehended by the. Lord Jesus Christ. In 
the second portion Paul tells the Romans 
why it is that Christ lays hold on any 
man; it is that he may be conformed to 
the image of Christ. This is the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, 
the blessed hope of some day being like 
him (1 John 3:2; 1 Cor. 15: 52). 

we 


But let us not think that the transfor- 


mation into the likeness of the Lord Jesus | 


Christ is wholly a matter of some future 
time when we shall see him face to face. 
It is a daily process that should be the 
normal life of the Christian, a moment 


by moment being changed into his likeness | 


(2 Cor. 3:18), as he faithfully shows us 
this or that fault and gives us the grace 


to let him take from us all that prevents |. 


us from being like him. 

If we will read the verses in Philip- 
pians immediately preceding our Scrip- 
ture portion, we will find Paul’s part in 
attaining to his ideal. It was counting 
everything but refuse in order .that he 
might know Christ and be found in him. 
It is the same thought that Paul gives us 
in Hebrews 12:1, 2, “Let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is set before us, look- 
ing unto Jesus.” 


In Hawthorne’s story of the Great 
Stone Face, you will recall that the sim- 
ple country lad, who daily gazed at the 
marvelous face carved by nature in the 
mountain side, grew to manhood, hoping 
that some day he might see some one who 
had such a face. Every important per- 
sonage that came to the village was 
eagerly sought out by him with the 
thought that surely this one must look 
like the stone face. Yet each time. he 


whe had grown to look ‘like -it: 
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Here is Real Help .":, 


Your Sunday School needs an inspiring, attractive Rally D 
with good music and ent! thusiaem. “a th agent, 
ologue or Service, well prepared and carriedthrough, will help lift 
of the whole year's work. 


Send for this 64 page Catalog and Sampler 


It gives you more than $1.00 worth of 


Pageants, Services, etc. 


lanning for Rally Day, Thanks- Your 
end 10c to defray ma ailing costs P. Ss. Sunday 

ill be mailed to any Pastor, 8 Sw a School needs 
nitteeman, giving same of 


Rally Day 


Tullar-Meredi Pageant, 





new hymnals. 


Inquire about our 
os Box 439 Money Saving 


91 Seventh Ave. Plan f ch: 
G&. NEW YORK, N.Y.|inethe 
































was disappointed, but the day. came_ when 
the village folks turned to him, and said, 
“Why here is the one. whose: face is like 
the great stone face.” By constant look- } 
ing at and thinking about the stone: face [ 


It is by the constant: looking in faith 
to. the Lord Jesus Christ, through prayer } 
and meditation and fellowship that Chris- 
tians- grow to be like him... We. can be 
like him just in proportion 2s we are will- 
ing to give him.the right of .way. in our 
lives «and the —_ to _ himself 
through us. 


Have I, as a Chriatian, any ideal that falls 
short of the Lord Jesus Christ? ; 
Am I willing to: be made like him? 
Do others see him'in me? 
PHILADELPHIA. 








The Victorious Life 














Said at a Victorious Life 
Conference 


Do you know that it is as true ef me 
as it was of Jesus Christ, ‘No man taketh 
it [my life] from me; I have power to lay 
it down’? 

A Christian does not refuse the gift 
of Christ’s life; but he may refuse Christ 
the gift of his life. 

Zeal is not hot-headed; it is hot-hearted. 


% 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., September 3-6.—Labor Day | 
Week-End Victorious Life Conference, Meals ; 
and room, Friday evening to Monday eve- 
ning, $7. Registration fee, $1. All applica- 
tions for accommodatiens should be sent to 
the Victorious Life Testimony, 8 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Reservations cannot be made unless accom- 
panied by registration fee. 


sons Foor 
Joss lodine & SBT Sop 


ACTS LIKE MAGIC 
an tired, tender. smarting, 


- Swea 


FEET 


25 CENTS:--ALL DRUGGISTS 
THOMAS Git SOAP COMPANY 
a 711 Rent Ave, Brooklyn, New York 























After A Bath 


Cuticura Soap 
Dust With 


CuticuraTalcum 
ones. Medicuted 


easing: F: cay tat 

















-AWhole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘’ There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample. copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158-Fifth Avenue, New York 











‘vertisement in The 


A New Service for Rally Day 


Go F orward! 


gh es new Rally pete 
Day program. of 

16 pages is complete 
with songs, recita- 
tions, Scripture 
reading and exer- 
‘cise. The new ma- 
terial in this service 
cannot be secured 
elsewhere. Start the 
fall and winter.work 
right by using this 
bright, inspiring 
program. 


$6.00 a hundred; $3.25 for fifty; 
80 cents.a dozen; single copies, 7 cents each 


Send fer Illustrated Cireular of 
Rally Day Supplies. 











} 1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














FOR RALLY DAY 


Inspiring Rally Day Music 


Services aie the 
e Joi 
pe am Examination 
ae: | Caples 
Recitations 


New Novelty Invitations 
“Brief Case” cut-out with 
printed invitation. 
$1.50 per 100. 
Unique post card, No. 86 
Semaphore and “Right Road” 
illustration. $1.25 per 100 


“Rebus” (puzzle) post cards 
for the kiddies. $1.25 per 100 


Cradle Roll post cards No. 940 
$1.25 per 100. 


Souvenirs for Rally Day 


Rally Day Bell (cardboard with 
cord) $1.00 per 100. 


New Sesqui. Bookmark (cellu- 
loid) Shield design with lib- 
erty bell, $6.00 per 100. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Schaff Building, Fifteenth and 
Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE. HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Schaff Building, Fifteenth & Race Stz., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Send without charge— 

Complete 1926 Rally Day List 

Samples of Service, Invitations, Souvenirs. 





ADDRESS 


“eo eo ee we ee eer a er 





In ordering goods, or in makin 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
peauhien, by stating that you saw the ad- 
unday School Times. 


inquiry 
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“Will you be 
with us in. 
Jerusalem? 


A giant new ship has been 

chartered, and on January 

22nd the Sunday School 

Times readers and their 

friends sail for the Medi- 

terranean, Holy Land, and 
Europe 


T HAS been made easy for you to be 
I with us in P drrage e You can be 
with us in ay Algeria, Egypt.the 
Holy Land, Turkey, Greece, Italy, 
France, and England. The trip of a 
lifetime has been arranged for you. 


By chartering an entire ship, special 
trains, and motors, the price has been 
reduced to a minimum for Sunday School 
Times readers and their friends. James 
Boring’s Travel Service, Inc., has re- 
mov every difficulty in connection 
with travel in foreign lands. It is not 
necessary to be away from New York 
more than sixty days to complete the 
wonderful itinerary,and those who wish 
to stay longer in Europe may stop over 
without extra steamship expense. 


Our —— new liner, the S. S. Doric 
of the White Star Line, sails from New 
York on January 22nd. The entire 
party will be composed of conservative, 
congenial people, who will make you 
feel at home from the minute you ste 
on board. This great trip is not beyon 
our reach. The Sunday School Times 
as brought to you the opportunity of a 
lifetime. Send the coupon NOW. 


Send the coupon below now, so that 
we can send you 





a booklet describing 

the story of the Sun- | WHERE WE 
day School ‘limes WILL GO— 
Tour to the Mediter- | yo York, Ma- 
ranean, the Holy | deine Spain Gib- 
Land, and Europe. |. alear, Algiers 
We will send you | Tunis, Malta, 
also dec ans 0 : 
~ nm? and a full Egypt, hg oe em 
schedule of rates. . 
Sending the coupon 7 ah : 4 fa 
merely means be Ital eres a 
are interested. You ah Engiand. 
are under no oebliga- > : 














tions of any kind. 
SEND THE COUPON 


ee ee 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Friend: | am interested in the 1927 


Sunda: 

Scheel Times Tour to the Medierrancen, the Ficty Land, 

and Europe. Please ask Mr. Boring to send me pare 
ticulars. 

Name Se eecccccccecceceseees eeecccccsse eeccecocceces 

Address Seeeceseceseces eeceseecccccese eceeeseecese 

~ Cee erenccccccsccseccececcescsecsesces cee S.S.T.7 

rite in the margin the names of friends whom 
pes pede caw ie! 


i 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Looking Forward and Upward 


E ARE at the threshold of the au- 

tumn season. The summer will soon 
be past; its conquests and its defeats a 
thing of history; its successes and its 
failures woven into our memories, and 
even into our character, in a way that 
can never be changed — except in God’s 
way, at tremendous cost. But a new 
period lies ahead; a period fraught with 
potentialities, and opportunities, and priv- 
ileges such perhaps as we have never 
known,. For, though we grow older in 
years, our lives are correspondingly en- 
riched through our oft communion with 
God and our many-sided contact with 
men; and we are prepared thereby for 
larger and more effectual service. Be- 
sides, the heart of a healthy child of God 
is ever youthful and hopeful. We look 
forward, by his grace, not to the shelf 
of superannuation, but to the shout of 
larger achievement “through Christ”; not 
to days ahead, whether few or many, 
whose termination is an earthly grave, 
but rather to days whose transition is 
into heavenly glory, enduring forever. 
May this new season upon which the 
Times family, as a part of the larger 
household of faith, is about to enter 
be such a season, under God, as shall 
bring joy and blessing to unnumbered 
lives and homes and communities through- 
out the earth; and Ais shall be the glory. 


cee 


August 30 to September 5 
Mon.—Exodus 30: 1-10. Jehovah the Architect. 


Chapters ‘25 to 27, and parts of 30 and 
31 contain Jehovah’s “blue print” of the 
tabernacle. No detail was overlooked. 
And no detail of the “blue print” of our 
lives has been overlooked by the Great 
Architect, if we will but find and follow 
those details. Notice also (if you have 
a Scofield Reference Bible) the subdi- 
visions of this “great worship chapter.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Some weeks ago 
it was suggested that the early days of 
1927 be generally observed as an occasion 
of Church-wide prayer and supplication. 
Many expressions of approval have been 
received running up into the hundreds. 
Shall we not pray that every such expres- 
sion shall take definite form in prepara- 
tion and action? Why not thousands of 
Ten Days Prayer Gatherings ? 


Tues.—Exodus 31:1-11. Skill and Devotion. 


Bezaleel was a divinely prepared man 
for a divinely ordained task; and his 
helpers, Aholiab and others, were divinely 
chosen assistants to help accomplish this 
task. Their wisdom and knowledge and 
understanding were not their own, else 
they would have been unequal to the un- 
dertaking. The work was important, but 
none the less the workers. 


Prayer Sua@cestions: The New York 
Bible Society (5 East Forty-eighth 
Street) is doing a needed work among the 
arriving immigrants; also in the homes 
of foreigners, and in the hospitals, and 
jails, and public buildings of New York 
City. During a recent Quarter nearly 
eight thousand Bibles were placed in the 
guest rooms of over sixty hotels. Pray 
for this work. 


Wed.—Exodus 33: 7-1. The Tent of Meeting. 


This “tent of meeting” was a temporary 
affair. The materials for the tabernacle, 
which was constructed later, were not 
even gathered as yet (see chap. 35). No- 
tice Moses’ remarkable prayer (vs. 12, 
13), and God’s twofold answer. Not alone 
did he promise his presence, but his pres- 
ence with rest. Is this not also the need 
of God’s ‘true people today? 

Prayer Succestions: Nothing unholy 
was permitted to enter Israel’s “tent of 
meeting.” Is anything unholy ever per- 





mitted to enter the church’s places of 
meeting? Are Modernism or Modernistic 
teachers ever allowed to come in, or given 
any foothold whatsoever? Here ts a sub- 
ject for earnest thought and prayer. 
Thurs.—Exodus 40 : 34-38, 
Jehovah’s Glory Fills the Tabernacle. 

Oh, how great the church’s need today, 
that the “glory of the Lord” shall once 
more “fill” our places of worship! The 
longing of thousands of hearts is imer- 
pressible. It was impossible that anything 
else could take the place of this in ancient 
Tsrael’s day, and what else can truly sat- 
isfy the Lord’s people in our day? 

Prayer Succestions: The breath of 
praying saints ts, as it were, the breath 
of Heaven, the very breath of God, the 
inaudible moving of the Spirit giving ex- 
pression to groanings which no hwman 
ear can hear, but which are as music to 
the hosts above. “Shall not God avenge 
his own elect?” Pray on; believe God; 
“trust and obey.” 


Fri—Haggai 1: 3-11. Giving God the Best. 


When we pray we want God to give us 
his best. A second or a third best will 
not, and should not, satisfy us. .And when 

commands, he wants our best. Do 
we not often keep the best to ourselves, 
and give him a poor second, or third, or 
fourth best? Do we not sometimes give 
him even our worst? 

Prayer SuccestTions: Man’s first duty 
is to receive Christ, and then to surrender 
to him as Lord and Master. When this 
is done from the heart, all else is easy. 
Whatever he asks we gladly give. In 
fact, when we give our heart, we give 
all else. Have you done this? Also each 
member of the family circle? Is prayer 
needcd at this point? 


Sat.—Psalm 122:1-98. Joy in God’s House. 


If salvation were in every “house of the 
Lord,” far greater multitudes would be 
“lad” to.go there today. But in number- 
less cases, the “hungry sheep look up, and 
are not fed.” Are they fed in your 
church? You have reason then to re- 
joice; but pray for those churches where 
husks are offered as an innutritious sub- 
stitute. 


Prayer Succestions: “Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem” (v. 6). Don’t over- 
look the promise of this verse. Pray for 
all Jewish missions, particularly for those 
of which you know. In, dozens of Amer- 
tca’s large cities, there are thousands of 
unevangelized Jews in whose behalf the 
churches are apparently not making the 
slightest effort. Pray. 


Sun.—Psalm §:1-7. Safety in God’s House. 


These seven verses constitute a prayer. 
Verses 1 and 2 contain a threefold peti- 
tion; verse 3 indicates David’s practice 
of beginning the day in communion with 
God; veree 4 emphasizes God’s holiness; 
verses 5 and 6, his abhorrence of sin; and 
verse 7, David’s constraint. through God’s 
abounding mercy to worship reverently in 
his holy temple. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bryan Bible League of Berkeley, Cal. 
(Paul W. Rood, president; also Dr. How- 


(Lesson for Sept. 5) AUGUST 21, 1926 


ard A. Kelly of Baltimore, one of the 
vice-presidents); and for all similar or- 
ganizations standing as a bulwark against 
the encroachments of Modernism. Pray 
against every form of apostasy. 


Let Your Money Earn 
this higher Income 


Arnold First. Mortgage 
Certificates yield 634% 
steady income without 
worry and without risk. 
They are unconditionally 
guaranteed as to principal 

y 








Write for Booklet No. 12 


52% First Mortgage 






ARNOLD AND COMPANY 


1010 Vermont Ave. Washington,D.C. 


Gold Bonds 

ta addition to Arnold Guaranteed Certifi- 
cates we now offer 
First 5 Bonds | 
as issued by the Home C., I 
4 es 
largest Surety Company. | 
soninations $500 nal’ Site; matarite | 
Sr ee Price $100 to | 

54%. 
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A substantial 
investment of the 
highest character 
strongly secured, 
yielding 4 to 11%. 
A Life Annuity 
Contract with the 
Moody Bible In- 
stitute. Box § 83, 
153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, 

Illinois 

















Relief and Sustentation. 
They are absolutely safe! 


aries i 


As High As 9% 


sanctioned by the General Assembly 
is paid on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial 
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The income is paid quarterly, or semi-annually! 


They give you a share in caring for ministers and mission- 
disabled or in their old age! 


They possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond! 





Write today to 











Rev. Joun H. Gross, D.D.,- Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation l 


900-Q, Witherspoon Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 
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